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Hebrews 11:1-3 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.  For by it the people of old received their commendation.  By faith we understand that 
the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible. 

Since “faith is the assurance of things hoped for.” What is it that you hope for? 

The topic of faith can be very confusing in today’s world. Our culture often uses the word faith 
without supplying any context. We hear people say: "Have a little faith," or "Ya gotta' have 
faith."  The object of faith can be just about anything.   

We often receive the impression that a strong faith will simply bend the laws of the universe a 
little and make things turn out our way. It seems as though the current culture doesn't really care 
what we believe just as long as we believe in something—just as long as that belief is sincere. It's 
as if our culture simply asks us to have faith in faith itself.  

One really popular example of this is in the original Star Wars movies. In episode five, a young 
hero named Luke Skywalker travels to a swamp planet in order to learn from a master named 
Yoda.  When Luke tries to retrieve his space ship from the swamp, he fails.  

Yoda, the master then retrieves the ship. At the end of the scene, Luke exclaims, "I don't believe 
it!" Yoda replies, "That is why you fail."  The idea is that Luke can do the impossible simply by 
believing with all his heart that the impossible is actually possible.  

Our text builds upon the foundation laid by the Holy Gospel appointed for last Sunday.  
Last week we heard our Lord tell us where our true riches lie—in heaven.  In His parable the 
Lord announced that those who have stored up treasures here on earth but are not rich toward 
God will be condemned as fools.   

The Lord wants His hearers, and all people, to be rich toward Him. That is to say, our Lord wants 
us to bask in His riches—the gifts He offers through His Means of Grace.  

When our Lord comes to us, He brings His riches (gifts) with Him to give to His people.  Faith 
accepts these gifts with thankfulness and praise.  

Regarding earthly possessions and physical needs, the Lord tells us not to worry.  He tells us that 
our heavenly Father provides for the needs of all His creation.  In this example He tells how the 
Father takes care of the ravens, the lilies, and the grass, and but more importantly how He takes 
care of the pinnacle of His creation—mankind.   

The ravens neither grow nor reap and have neither storehouse nor barn, and God feeds them. We 
are of much more value than the birds. The lilies grow but neither toil nor spin, but even King 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of the lilies.   



Luke 12:28 If God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 

Luke 12:22-23 22Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what 
you will put on.  23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  

Luke 12:29-31 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried.  
30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 
them.  31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

He knows everything there is to know about us, more than we know about ourselves.  He knows 
our needs, our wants, and our desires.  He knows our innermost secrets, including those things 
we don't even want to tell ourselves, let alone others.   

Knowing that the Lord knows all things about us, it gives us reason to drop to our knees and 
confess our sins to God our Father.  

God's Law says in 1 John 1:9-10 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 

Why should we come before God and confess our sins to Him? We have sinned against God in 
thought, word, and deed.  In the light of our text, we sin by not trusting in God to provide for all 
of our needs.   

We don't fear, love, and trust in God above all things; to provide all things for us. We want things 
on our terms, not when God deems it the best time to give these gifts to us.   

We get angry at God when we don't get the things for which we prayed.  We might even accuse 
Him of not answering our prayers.  But God does in fact answer our prayers.   

Sometimes God says, No, or, Not yet.  We become impatient with God for not giving to us the 
answer we want, and we seek to take matters into our own hands, taking for ourselves what God 
has not given us to have.  

In our Old Testament reading God promised Abraham offspring.  God promised this old man an 
heir. There would be one coming from Abraham's loins who would be his heir and the father of 
more descendants than there were stars in the sky.   

Abraham was old. Yet he believed the Lord. He trusted the Lord's promise. His wife, Sarah, was 
also well advanced in years. She had not borne any children.   

Sarah became desperate and gave Abraham her maidservant Hagar. Abraham heard his wife's 
cries over the Lord's promise. Sarah thought that perhaps Abraham’s heir would come from 
Hagar's womb.   



Abraham caved in, took Hagar as his wife, His second wife while still married to Sarah, and had 
a son with Hagar who subsequently bore Ishmael.  At that time Abraham was 86 years old, but 
Ishmael was not the promised heir.   

The Lord's promise was going to be fulfilled—but not for another 14 years, until Abraham would 
be 100 years old: Isaac, whom Sarah would bear at the young age of 90.  

The Lord considered Abraham righteous; yet Abraham didn't fully trust in the Lord to provide an 
heir.  In a moment of weakness, Abraham didn't trust God to provide for him.  We who are by 
nature weak also lack trust in God's promises to provide for us.   

If God declared Abraham righteous by faith, though the patriarch faltered, how can we who daily 
sin much and surely deserve nothing by punishment, expect God to provide for us? Remember 
the ravens.   

Remember the lilies. Remember the grass. God provided for them, and He provides for us, just 
as He has promised in His holy Word—just as He tells us in our text.   

Remember that God declared Abraham righteous. The writer to the Hebrews recalls for us the 
faith of others who were sinners, just as you and I are: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah.  
Despite their shortcomings and their sinfulness, they still had faith in God, and His promises.   

They believed in God, and He declared them righteous for the sake of the Messiah who was to 
come. God gave them His Holy Spirit, who worked in them saving faith in the long-promised 
Messiah, and God declared them righteous.  

The Lord continues making His declarations of righteousness today. Your name has been written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life.  Your names are written in the ink that is the blood of the Lamb, the 
long-promised Messiah who has come and taken upon Himself the sins of all mankind—past, 
present, and future—your sins and mine.   

The blood that your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ shed on the cross for you! He wrote your name 
in heaven, in the book of life. He died on the cross so that your heavenly Father would declare 
you righteous for His sake.   

On account of His Son's sacrifice on the cross, God is not ashamed to be called your God, for 
God has prepared a city for you.   

To prepare this city for you, God raised His Son Jesus from the dead. Jesus ascended into heaven 
to prepare a place for you, that you also may be where He is, in heaven, even as He comes to you 
in Word and Sacraments.  

God gives us His Holy Spirit that we may believe His holy Word, that we may believe His 
promises. 2 Peter 1:3-4 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises. 



He provides for you, giving you your daily bread, all that you need to support your body and life, 
more than we even desire or deserve.   

Our God is a gracious, merciful, loving, caring, and giving God, showering us with His good 
gifts and the gift of Holy Spirit for His Son's sake. Amen.  


