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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany                                                              Rev Mark Duer  
1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42                                                                  February 24, 2019 

1 Corinthians 15:21-26 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead.  22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive.  23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ.  24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  25For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 

Death! It’s all around us! We live in a world where death reigns supreme! Our culture 
seems to be fascinated by death. There is even a dedicated page on the internet called the 
death clock where you can enter your birth date and other information and it will 
suppossedly tell you when your time is up.  

As humans we don’t much like this idea of death, or losing our friends and loved ones. In 
fact we want to do everthing we can to prolong our lives. We are smarter about our health 
today than ever before; so if we’re smart, we watch what we eat, exercice 3-4 times a 
week, take the right vitamins, and schedule regular visits with our doctors. 

Even with the advances in science and technology to prolong human life—in the end it 
will do nothing to stop mankind from certain death. Every living thing that God created 
on earth since creation has died, or will eventually die.  

We inherited death from our first parents Adam and Eve because of their disobediance to 
God’s Word. The Lord God said to Adam and Eve after he told them the punishment 
mankind would endure because of their sin Genesis 3:19‚ For you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return. 

In my Greek Lexicon, the Greek word thanatos is described in the first definition as  
every form of it in the NT treated not as a natural process but always as a destroying 
power related to sin and its consequences.   

Because of their transgresions, all mankind will die as a result of their sins. Verse 21: For 
as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Death is not God’s final Word. Verse 22: “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive.”  
Verse 36: What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 

Through your baptism you were baptized into the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:13 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 
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Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
                                                                                                                                          
Titus 3:5-7 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according 
to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom 
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ.  24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 

Paul writes that everything will happen in its own order. Jesus resurrection is the first 
step. All those who belong to Jesus will be raised on the last day. Galatians 5:24 And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

The Lord created us for life not death. Death is destroyed by the gift of eternal life in 
Christ. 

In the Epitome in the Book of Concord in sections 6-10 

“In like manner Christ has also redeemed human nature it as His work, sanctifies it as His 
work, raises it from the dead, and gloriously adorns it as His work. But original sin He 
has not created, assumed, redeemed, sanctified; nor will He raise it, will neither adorn nor 
save it in the elect, but in the [blessed] resurrection original sin it will be entirely 
destroyed. 

Through Adam's fall is all corrupt, Nature and essence human.  

9] This damage is unspeakable, and cannot be discerned by reason, but only from God's 
Word. 10] And [we affirm] that no one but God alone can separate from one another the 
nature and this corruption of the nature, which will fully come to pass through death, in 
the [blessed] resurrection, where our nature which we now bear will rise and live 
eternally without original sin and separated and sundered from it, as it is written Job 
19:26: I shall be covered again with this my skin, and in my flesh shall I see God, whom 
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold.” 

Verse 33-34, Paul writes: Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals."  
34Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. 

Paul is warning all Christians as he did to the Christians in Corinth to not be led astray by 
the world and those who are trying to lead you down the wrong path by the desires of the 
flesh or by false doctrine. 

Repent and stop sinning. For you were created and you were washed clean in the waters 
of baptism for eternal life. 

http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part1.9
http://bookofconcord.org/fc-ep.php#part1.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%252019.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%252019.26


  3

For God sent His Son to bear the cross and suffer your death, and after 3 days he rose 
from the grave not to condemn the guilty, but “to preserve life.” To give you life 
everlasting, and the peace which only comes from Christ. 

So how are we to live as God’s children in a broken world? Jesus teaches us in the gospel 
for today. 

Luke 6:35-38 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is 
kind to the ungrateful and the evil.  36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.         
37, "Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. 

As the Son of God Is Merciful and Forgives Your Sins, you must also Be Merciful and 
Forgive those who sin against you. 

We are only on earth for a short time, a blink of an eye in God’s eyes. God has put you 
here for a purpose, for you to make the most of the gifts he has given to you. 

1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace. 

Romans 12:10-12 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor.  11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.              
12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Our God is not a God of death. He’s a God of life, and through death he has conquered 
death, and brought life and immortality to all. His Good Friday death, and His Easter 
resurrection delivered to you in Holy Baptism. 

His Good Friday death, and His Easter resurrection delivered to you in the Holy Supper. 
This is my body, this is my blood, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

His Good Friday death, and His Easter resurrection delivered to you in Holy Absolution. 
Your Sins are Forgiven! Not because you tried really hard or lived a moral life. No! 
Because, God’s Son Jesus Christ has bled and died and risen from the dead—For You! 

We live in a world where death is all around us because of the results of sin. We see the 
reminders of death every day. But our Lord God is a God of life, not death. 

John 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live,  26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. 

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away." Amen. 
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