
!  1

Second Sunday of Easter                                                                            Rev Mark Duer 
John 20:19-31/ “Conditional Faith”                                                               April 28, 2019 
John 20:24-25 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he 
said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe." 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia 

Conditions! They’re all around us! Our world seems to function based on conditions. 
Generally, conditions are put before us with “if,” “then” statements. We see it in politics 
all the time; if you support my bill then I’ll support your bill. 

We hear about it with our favorite teams: if my team can get a new coach, or some better 
players, then I’ll support the Bears, or the White Sox, or the Huskers, etc. Sometimes we 
hear it in the workplace: If you put in a little extra time, not on the clock; then I’ll let you 
keep your job. 

We do it in the church, don’t we? You know pastor, if you start doing—then. If you stop 
doing—then. But we probably don’t want to go there. Sometimes it happens in our 
families; if you do this, then I’ll remain faithful to you—then I won’t leave. 

Sometimes the conditions are frivolous or foolish. Sometimes the conditions are very 
serious. Sometimes we like to play this “if,” “then” game with God. God, if you answer 
my prayer, then I’ll come to church every Sunday. God, if you cure my disease, then I’ll 
put a really big check in the collection plate. God, if you get me through this tough time, 
then I’ll clean up my act. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, many times we play the same games that Thomas plays in 
our text. Conditional faith is barely faith at all. Conditional faith ultimately leads to 
unbelief. So many times, we talked about doubting Thomas and its not doubting Thomas, 
but the ESV text gets it right. Jesus says in verse 27: “Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 

Thomas gives perhaps the ultimate condition regarding Jesus: “Unless I see in his hands 
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

What is Thomas saying? Unless you meet my conditions God, I would rather go straight 
to hell! This is serious stuff; when we play the conditional faith; the “if,” “then” game 
many times we are in the same danger as doubting Thomas in our text.  

In John 19, Jesus last words spoken from the Cross are powerful words, words of 
forgiveness, he says: “It is Finished.” It’s complete, it’s perfected, it’s done. Jesus by 
bleeding and dying on the Cross has accomplished his mission; his mission of 
forgiveness; his mission of life everlasting. 
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If we look ahead in our text to Easter evening; the disciples are all locked for fear of the 
Jews, they’re in their room and the doors are locked and they’re worried.  

For months, maybe even years, the Pharisees and Sadducees and teachers of the Law had 
talked big, but now they finally did it—they had Jesus arrested. They had him flogged, 
mocked, and ridiculed and crucified; dead and buried. 

If they could do this to Jesus, they could certainly do it to the disciples. The ten of them 
are locked in a room, ten because Judas has already committed his dastardly deed and his 
suicide, and for some reason, Thomas is nowhere to be found. So, the ten are gathered in 
a locked room, and the last thing they expect is for Jesus to show up. 

The last thing they expect is for Jesus to walk through the door and crash their pity party, 
but that’s exactly what Jesus does; he comes and stands among them and he speaks a 
word. Jesus doesn’t chew them out; he doesn’t let them have it!  

Jesus doesn’t come for retribution, but he comes and speaks words of Peace. “Peace be 
with you.” The disciples are shocked, and amazed, and glad. The risen Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ is in their midst. The disciples are afraid and what does Jesus do? He speaks 
forgiveness.  

He doesn’t come and say: I’m going to give you another chance; Jesus doesn’t come and 
say: Ok, I’ll give you peace, but now you’re on probation. Jesus doesn’t come and say, 
Ok, its peace, but it’s really more like a cease fire and I’m going to reload in case you 
blow it again. 

Jesus speaks only peace with no conditions to poor miserable sinners. Sinners who are 
afraid; sinners who desperately need hope and peace; Jesus comes and brings that peace. 
“Peace I bring to you.” 

Dear Christians, what kind of peace do we expect from Jesus? So often we live our lives 
in that conditional faith and conditional peace kind of realm. We want to put conditions 
on God, so we expect him to put conditions on us. We live our lives and act as if God’s 
peace and love and forgiveness is only there unless I do this; unless I do that. 

Do you see what happens when we take the gospel and turn it in to a new law? When we 
take the gospel and turn it into an “if,” “then” statement? We rob ourselves of the joy of 
Easter. We rob ourselves of the joy of the gospel. We rob ourselves of the joy of the 
resurrection. 

Conditional faith doesn’t stay conditional very long. Before long we are so caught up in 
making conditions, breaking the conditions and making more conditions. We’re so caught 
up with all of the conditions that we find ourselves exactly where Thomas is: unbelief. 
Conditional faith will lead to unbelief. 
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We have before us two great examples today: the example of Thomas who sets conditions 
on God, and the example of Jesus who comes with no conditions, full and free.  

You might think that’s the end of the story, but the love and mercy and grief of Jesus is so 
great, Jesus comes back. Jesus comes back, the very next Sunday, and that’s why this 
reading from John 20:19-31 is always the gospel reading for the Sunday after Easter. 

The Sunday after Easter, we can only imagine what Thomas was thinking throughout this 
whole week. He comes back, everyone says they’ve seen Jesus. We can only imagine 
how Thomas must have been tormenting himself: Why wasn’t I there? Why didn’t I go? 
Maybe my sin is so great; maybe Jesus can’t forgive me; maybe I’m beyond forgiveness. 

The next Sunday, it’s not ten disciples gathered, but eleven, and what does Jesus do? 
Jesus does what Jesus always does; he comes and stands among them and he says: 
“Peace be with you.” 

And specifically, to Thomas; Thomas who desperately needs a word of forgiveness, a 
word of peace. 

Jesus assured him in John 20:27-28 "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, 
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" 

Thomas gives a wonderful testimony and confession of faith. Thomas gives a confession 
for the whole world to see. This same love that Christ has exhibited for doubting Thomas 
is the same love he has for us; it’s amazing that Jesus sets an example. For two weeks in a 
row does the same thing; he goes to the disciples and brings them peace. 

Jesus does the same thing right here and right now; He continues to show up among us 
and bring us peace. Whenever the word of forgiveness is proclaimed, God is speaking 
peace to you. 

Whenever we remember and return to the baptismal waters, there God is claiming us as 
his own and speaking that same word of peace to us.  

Whenever we hear: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Take, drink; this is 
my blood given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, here Jesus is saying peace; 
the forgiveness of sins that I have earned by my death.  

It is finished! I give to you; I bring to you. Salvation accomplished; salvation delivered.  

Jesus comes and speaks that same unconditional word of forgiveness to you for all of the 
times you set unrealistic conditions on God. For all of the times you played games with 
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your relationships. For all of the times you acted foolishly with regard to God’s great love 
for you. 

For all of the times when we have stood on the edge of unbelief, God comes to you and 
says unconditionally: peace be with you! I love you; I forgive you. He brings true peace, 
forgiveness, life and salvation.  

He wants us to forgive others as he has forgiven us; this is the life of the church, this 
peace which knows no bounds. This peace which brings hope, and comfort, and joy. 

May God grant you this peace in Jesus name. Amen 


