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Second Sunday in Lent                                                                              Rev. Mark Duer 
Luke 13:31-35/ Jeremiah 26:8-15                                                                March 17, 2019 
Luke 13:34-34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not!  35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!'" 

This week’s readings are confrontational. The Old Testament is a confrontation between 
Jeremiah and the people of Judah. In the Gospel we hear of the confrontation between 
Jesus and the Pharisees.  

They confront us with God’s word that our people and maybe we, ourselves, may not 
want to hear. In Luke 13:3, just before today's gospel Jesus warned the people to repent 
or they would perish. 

Luke 13:24 24"Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able. 

The Pharisees always looked for ways to discredit Jesus or trap him because he often 
confronted their self-righteousness. This time they tried to intimidate and scare him away. 
Herod didn’t like the message Jesus preached. He had heard it before. John the Baptizer 
had accused him of adultery. Herod didn’t want to hear that, so he arrested John and 
beheaded him.  

Jesus knew he was dealing with a tyrant when He said in verse 32, “Go tell that fox, 
‘Behold I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and on the third 
day I finish my course.’”  Herod’s threat would not deter Jesus. He had come to 
proclaim God’s word, to do his Father’s will, and to die on a cross and rise again. He 
would fulfill God’s plan of salvation.  

Why be so confrontational? Because that’s the prophet’s job. A prophet is sent by God to 
faithfully speak his word, even if it means he might be in harms way. There are many 
examples in Scripture. 

Ezekiel 33:7-9 7"So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. 
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  8If I 
say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand.  9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does 
not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered 
your soul. 

The prophet Amos was rejected by Amaziah who was the priest of Bethel. he said to 
Amos in Amos 7:12-13 "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, 
and prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, 
and it is a temple of the kingdom." 



!  2

Another example is in today's Old Testament, Jeremiah was given God's Word to speak 
against the cities of Judah--it was also confrontational.   

11“Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, "This 
man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as 
you have heard with your own ears.” 
12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, "The LORD 
sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard.  
13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD 
your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against 
you.   

As a pastor I too am called to be faithful to preach God’s Word. The Law to convict them 
of their sin and more importantly the Gospel, God’s Word of forgiveness, as I promised 
when I made the vow at my ordination and my Installation at Grace Lutheran Church.  

At times I might not be the most popular for being faithful to God' inerrant Word because 
it's not what the world wants to hear. 

The people in Jesus' day were comfortable in their sin. They didn’t want to be called to 
repent.  

So, the prophetic word has to be confrontational. We, too, have become comfortable with 
our sins. Adultery, fornication, homosexuality, violent crime, pornography, and profanity 
are cabled, and streamed into our living rooms and called “entertainment.”  

Coveting and greed are commonplace. No, people don’t want to hear God’s Word calling 
them to repent. Perhaps, the church has grown fearful of speaking it to a dark world. 

Because we live in the world, it seems we are fearful, and we don't want to reach out to 
our neighbor and speak to the gospel message when they have nowhere else to turn. 

Many Christians no longer want to share God's message of salvation because they are 
afraid someone might talk behind their back. Maybe the church doesn't want to do 
outreach and mission work because they are afraid of failure—that's just fine with Satan, 
he just as soon you not do it either. 

Jesus commands us in Matthew 28: Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations! 

We’ve allowed Satan and the world to intimidate us and convince us that it is more loving 
to overlook our sins and the sins of others, rather than call them to repent. A District 
President once told me the 3 sins are the sins of omission, co-mission and no-mission. 
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So, the church is tempted to speak a word that people want to hear, but it’s not God’s 
word. 2 Timothy 4:3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, 
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions. 

The world, the church, and you and I need God’s Word. The church must say once again, 
“Thus says the Lord!” It doesn’t matter what the law of the land will allow, or society 
permits, or others are doing.  

The Lord God says in verse 13 of today's Old Testament: Now therefore mend your 
ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God. 

Jesus suffered and died to save you from all your sins. Without the shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness of sins. After 3 days he rose from the grave, never to die again, 
and defeated Satan and death once and for all. 

This is the message we are sent to proclaim in our vocation as Pastor, parent, friend, 
neighbor, or preacher. We can expect opposition, but we simply cannot become 
comfortable with sin. That’s not the Christ-like thing to do. For then, we would empty his 
cross of its power to save.  

Without the prophetic word people will never know God’s mercy and grace and never 
truly hear the gospel. Faithful prophets love their people. Jeremiah is called “the Weeping 
Prophet,” and you hear his anguish, Jeremiah 9:1 Oh that my head were waters, and my 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people! 

In the Gospel we hear Jesus lamenting in verse 34: 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 
that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not!   

He loved them and longed to save them, but they weren’t willing to hear the word and 
repent of their sins. They rejected his love and crucified him. Can you hear Jesus 
lamenting over the world today?  

In the Apostles and Nicene Creed we confess who we are and what we believe in: That 
Jesus came in the flesh and died to take away all our sins. 

As Christians you have probably been rejected and will most likely face rejection in the 
future. When the world rejects you, turn to Jesus who was rejected, and promises that he 
will never leave you or forsake you. 
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Do you hear his great mercy and love for you? He was willing to suffer and die on a cross 
to save you. On the road to Emmaus two disciples told a “stranger” about “Jesus of 
Nazareth, a prophet powerful in word and in deed before God and all the people. We had 
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  

What a surprise when the risen Savior revealed himself to them! Yes, Jesus is a prophet, 
and more than a prophet. He is our crucified and risen Savior.  

He delivers to you the peace beyond all understanding, and life, and salvation. Thanks be 
to God. Amen


