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Second Sunday after the Epiphany                                                            Rev. Mark Duer 
John 2:1-11/ What is Lacking                                                                     January 20, 2019 

When you hear those words that a married couple wants to end their marriage, those are 
tragic words. What's a pastor to do? What events happened that put them in a position to 
want to get a divorce? 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is invited to a wedding—we don’t know if he was invited into the 
marriage? Was Jesus invited to be a part of the family, or is Jesus really a part of an 
individual’s life? 

When difficult things happen and relationships fall apart—when a marriage ends, there's 
always something that is missing or lacking! Maybe there's not enough romance; or 
there’s not enough time spent together. Maybe there's not enough give and take. 

All of these human elements can certainly contribute. Based on John's clear word from 
chapter two; what's often lacking in our lives, (whether our marriages or relationships are 
failing or not) is Christ and his Word! 

This miracle in today's gospel is familiar; Jesus is invited to a wedding along with all of 
his disciples. The wedding is pretty good size because there is a master of the wedding, 
and Mary seems to be in charge as a wedding coordinator. 

The wedding is going along, until the problem comes up that there's no more wine. Wine 
was the staple of the celebration. It makes the celebration go on—wine is God's blessing 
of joy and happiness.       God wants you to be joyful and happy! 

So, Mary goes to the one person who can do something about it—Jesus. Son, we have no 
wine. She lays out the problem before her Son and Lord. The response of Jesus isn't an 
easy one to hear!  

Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come. Jesus chiders 
her; rebukes her. My hour has not yet come. 

This is the season of Epiphany, and we talk about how Jesus manifests his glory. So often 
we look at this text and think: well it's just not time for Jesus to do his miracle, we just 
have to wait a few minutes and everything will be fine, but that's not what's going on 
here. 

Jesus knows there's a crisis going on at the wedding because they have no wine. Every 
second that goes by, it gets bigger and bigger, and what does Jesus do? He allows it to 
happen, so that when the crisis is solved everybody will know who solved it--who to give 
thanks to. 

Many times, in our lives we have problems, maybe its a problem between husband and 
wife, children and parents, neighbors, co-workers, or fellow church members.  
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Individual problems as well: guilt, shame, loneliness, depression, financial difficulties, 
the list goes on and on. 

Sometimes we realize there's something lacking, so we pray to the Lord. Help me Lord, 
fix my family, or my work, or my finances. We cry out to the Lord. Sometimes we cry out 
not with our problems, but with our demands. 

You want the Lord to do something for you, and here's the timeline: Now, not later but 
right now! When things don't happen exactly the way you want them to happen...it 
becomes easy to blame God. 

Friends in Christ, how easy it is to fall into this trap. How easy it is to dictate our terms to 
God. How easy it is to blame God for the things that are lacking in our lives. 

Today, as we study God's Word; Mary is rebuked by her Son. “Woman, my hour has not 
yet come!” Mary doesn't go off and pout, or sit in a corner in her room, No! Mary 
teaches us what to do, when our prayers seemingly go unanswered. 

Mary teaches us what to do when we cry out to God, and it appears that God doesn't hear, 
or doesn't care. Mary looks at those around the service and says: "Do whatever he tells 
you." 

There is a response of faith. "Do whatever he tells you." Listen to the Words of God, 
listen to the Words of Jesus. Listen and follow them. 

What is so often lacking in our lives is the Word of God that teaches us right from wrong. 
the Word of God that teaches us how to love and live, and forgive, and forget. The Word 
of God, that is Jesus Christ for you! 

It's easy to sit back and whine and complain about our situations that many times we have 
created for ourselves. When a relationship fails who couldn't have done more to keep it 
going, or spend more time in God’s Word? 

When you raise your kids you only have them for about 18, 19, maybe 20 years, and 
maybe you have regrets because you made some mistakes along the way. How many 
times instead of offering the loving caring kind forgiving Word, you responded with an 
argument. 

How may times when someone needed a friend, you were too busy thinking about 
yourself to notice the problem. 

God's Holy law accuses us, points us to our sin, and condemns us. 

What's lacking?   The Word of God!   What's lacking? Jesus!  
What's lacking?   Forgiveness!  
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When the time was right God came in the flesh in the person of his Son Jesus to bring 
salvation to all his people, to die your death on the Cross for forgiveness, and eternal life.  

When the time was right (because this is how God acts) 7Jesus said to the servants, 
"Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim.  8And he said to 
them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it.  
9When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you 
have kept the good wine until now." 

The celebration can continue--joy, happiness. 

Jesus Christ is the miracle worker--the one who changed water into wine. The one who 
by the power of his Word and forgiveness of sins can heal your broken relationships, can 
mend your fraying family. He can heal wounds that have been around for weeks, or 
months or even years. 

Jesus has overcome sin, death, and the grave. Jesus miracles teach us that Jesus is who he 
says he is, the Son of God in human flesh. Every miracle is a preview of coming 
attractions--the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

What's lacking?  In Romans 12:6-16 God teaches us through St Paul, what our 
marriages, our neighborhoods, our congregations, and our lives should look like. 

6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: 7if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  8the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal: the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; 
hold fast to what is good.  10Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 
in showing honor.  11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  13Contribute to the 
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.   Bless those who persecute you, bless 
and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep, and 
live in harmony with one another. Never be conceited, associate with the lonely. 

I can look at that list and see alot of room for improvement-alot that's lacking in my life. 
there's one who has fulfilled all those things perfectly for you--Jesus Christ for all of your 
sins of selfishness and greed. 
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for all the times we have spoken with a divided tongue. Our sins may be great and the 
reminders around us. We have one that loves us all the way to the Cross, bleeding, dying, 
rising--For You. 

In the midst of everything Jesus says I love you! I forgive you! I will supply what is 
lacking, listen to my Word, cling to me in and out of season. 

When that happens the wine of Jesus' joy and happiness will never run out. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 


