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The Jews celebrated Pentecost 50 days after Passover; hence the name “Pentecost.” That 
Old Covenant feast was a joyous day, where the people thanked God and presented 
offerings from the new grain of the first wheat harvest.   

They also presented to God two loaves of bread, made from fine flour and baked with 
leaven, as the first-fruits of the wheat harvest. In the rabbinic tradition, Pentecost also 
celebrated God giving Moses the Torah at Mt. Sinai, 50 days after the exodus.   

Because Pentecost was a feast that God had commanded, it was a feast that many Jews 
traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate. In Acts 2, we find the Jews gathering for Pentecost 50 
days after Jesus rose from the dead—the infant New Testament Church on the cusp of 
many changes.    

This infant Church didn't yet know how Jesus fulfilled the Old Covenant feast of 
Pentecost. On that feast day, there was the New Testament Church, all gathered in one 
place, surrounded by Jews from all over the Roman World. Jewish visitors and pilgrims 
filled Jerusalem. These were people who had fled Israel during the previous 600 years 
because of oppression and war.   

Yet, most of those Jews couldn’t speak or read Hebrew. They knew Greek—it was the 
language of business transactions, a holdover going back to the days of Alexander the 
Great. But for everyday use, most of the Jews had long ago adopted the local languages.  

So, on the day of Pentecost, the 120 followers of Jesus would’ve been mostly unnoticed 
among the tens of thousands who flooded the city. Yet, God would do something 
miraculous that day. He would send His Holy Spirit through His Son, just as Jesus had 
promised. That would begin a new feast in the Church’s life, also called Pentecost.   

The 120 were all together on that first Pentecost day, and the sound of a mighty, rushing 
wind—the breath of God filled the room. As they looked at one another, they saw what 
looked like tongues of fire resting on each one of them.  

Suddenly, as if swept up by the wind, they were outside. Others were near the house 
where they were, for they, too, heard the mighty wind and were curious. And what did 
they see? They saw confusion. They saw the apostles speaking in different languages.   

But, of course, it was confusing. That was the new Pentecost, not the old. The new 
Pentecost took place, not at Mt. Sinai, 50 days after the exodus, but at Jerusalem, 50 days 
after Jesus’ resurrection.  

This new Pentecost wasn’t God giving Moses the Torah, but God giving His people His 
Holy Spirit, so they could proclaim the New Torah, the Gospel, throughout the world.   

So, why did God use wind and fire? They were signs that God used to lead His people 
during their exodus out of Egypt.   



And on Pentecost, tongues of fire rested on the 12 apostles, and the Holy Spirit lived and 
moved in them all. And then they began to speak in various languages and dialects.   

On Pentecost, we see a beautiful picture of the Church. All the Christians that day 
confessed Jesus to others. But it was the Apostle Peter who stood up and preached.  

Acts 2:17-21 "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;  18even on my male 
servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy.   
19And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.  21And it 
shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.'" 

If Jesus’ crucifixion wasn’t enough to make the point that the Jerusalem Temple no longer 
served its purpose, Pentecost confirmed it.  For the Temple would no longer be the place 
of God’s Holy Spirit. In the Old Covenant, God revealed Himself to His people in the Ark 
of Covenant in the Holy of Holies.   

In the Old Covenant, the Temple was the primary place where the Holy Spirit made 
Himself known.  

But because of Pentecost, each Christian is now a temple of the Holy Spirit. As God 
breathed into Adam, and he became a living being, so Christ breathes the Holy Spirit of 
life into His people, and His people become spiritually alive in the New Covenant.  

That’s what Pentecost is all about—the Spirit giving His living breath. And filled with the 
Spirit, God’s people become alive, unable to be silent, confessing and proclaiming Jesus 
Christ.  Pentecost forever changed the New Testament Church.  

But there can be a danger of letting Pentecost captivate us for the wrong reasons. After 
all, Pentecost is exciting. We might imagine what it would be like to have tongues of the 
Holy-Spirit fire resting on us. We might imagine what it would be like, instantaneously 
speaking in other languages by inspiration of the Holy Spirit    

But what was the focus of Pentecost? It was Jesus. That’s what Peter preached, and that’s 
whom the people believed in that day. The Holy Spirit wants us to look to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith. 

The Holy Spirit works in the preached Word of Christ. In the hearing of His forgiveness, 
in holy baptism, and in His body and blood. In the New Covenant, that’s where God has 



promised to be and work. And so that’s where the Holy Spirit is active and working! 
That’s where Pentecost is happening today, here and now, for you.  

What does that mean? It means that your baptism is your Pentecost. Every time you hear 
the Word of Christ coming to you in your own language, that’s also your Pentecost.   

The continuing work and life of Pentecost are in the Word that brings repentance and 
faith in Jesus--just like at the first Pentecost!   

On that first Pentecost day, a group of 3,000 heard Peter preach Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified, they repented of all their sins, and were brought to faith into the Church 
through the waters of baptism.   

St. Luke tells us in Acts 2:42 after Pentecost, those first Christians “Devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers." 

So, the language we are now to speak is the language of the Church. What is that 
language?  It sounds like what Peter preached on Pentecost.  

Acts 2:38-39: "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself." 

Sometimes we show little proof that we are living as post-Pentecost Christians (and I 
don’t mean all the ridiculous nonsense that, today, passes for being filled with the Spirit).   

I mean that our faith is weak, and that’s acceptable to us. I mean that sin still controls a 
part of our lives, and that’s acceptable to us. I mean that we have little Christian joy, and 
that’s acceptable to us.   

Today, we are often more like the fearful and doubting disciples before Pentecost.  
Christianity without Pentecost is only an empty shell!  If the Holy Spirit doesn’t permeate 
our lives with His presence, then our faith is just going through empty motions!  If God’s 
Word doesn’t have its way with us, then our Christian life is one without power!   

As Peter preached on Pentecost, so I preach to you: repent! Turn from your sins. Return 
to your baptism.  Leave your idols, and your vices behind and come begging for mercy 
from the King of the Jews.  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 You are not your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body.  The blood of Jesus who suffered and died to take away all 
your sins.   

Today, that same Spirit at Pentecost is also here, working among us, and delivering the 
peace that Jesus won for us on the cross.   



John 14:26-27 The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”   Amen 

  


