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Palm Sunday                                                                                              Rev. Mark Duer 
Philippians 2:5-11/ The Gift of Humility                                                     March 20, 2016 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. 

You have seen this scene on TV, the Emmy's, the Oscars, or some other famous award 
ceremony. The red carpet is rolled out and people are dressed in the best suits and 
designer dresses as they come strolling in to the ceremony. Pomp and circumstance, all 
the stars are showing off, and everyone is looking to see who is wearing what. 

It's a big scene, and only a handful of people will win, and most of the people will be 
disappointed! Rather than rejoicing with the winners-they would rather tear them down. 

There's gossiping and backstabbing--and all the things we know that are happening are 
happening with a smile on our face and the cameras going. 

Often times, Things appear to be going one way, when quite the opposite is happening 
behind the scenes, as is the case on Palm Sunday. Jesus enters into Jerusalem and he 
comes almost like a rock star. Palm branches are lined on the road Jesus enters in on. 

People are excited; they heard about this Jesus and they know what he is famous for—
miracles, and especially that miracle which everyone is talking about: Lazarus who was 
dead is now alive. Rock star Jesus riding into Jerusalem and the people are singing Psalm 
118: Hosanna, Hosanna in the Highest, which means: Save Us! Save Us Now! 

But how do they want Jesus to save them? They want him to move from his donkey to an 
Arabian horse. They want him to move from his lowliness and be seated on a king's 
throne. They want him to rule with might and power. 

Sin, death, and Satan! We don't care about those things; we want you to boost the 
economy. We want our national forces to be a world power. We want to make a name for 
ourselves--and Jesus you're just the man to do it! 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! These rock star shouts of praise, will change in just a 
matter of days. You think things were fleeting in Hollywood, look right here in Jerusalem. 
Hosanna, Hosanna soon becomes: we have no king but Caesar! 

Crucify, Crucify Him! He's not the king we wanted. He's not the rock star we expected. 
His autograph has plummeted on eBay. He's not the one. 

Today, God is teaching us about contrast, but more importantly, he's teaching us about 
humility. True humility. God's gift of humility. Humility is something most of us aren't 
very good at showing. 

Humility is something that certainly doesn't come natural. In fact, what comes natural is 
just the exact opposite and it's been that way since the Garden of Eden.  
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God in the midst of our sinful world- (a world which is ruled by sin, death and the devil), 
has sent his Son Jesus, to live and die, and rise again. Forgiveness, life, and salvation are 
ours! We've been clothed in Christ's righteousness. 

Forgiveness is real--our name is written in the book of life. We have a Savior who is 
perfect--who loves us and cares for us! We should be happy and content, but instead we 
want to be God! We want to be in control! We want to call all the shots! 

Humility? No thanks! I want what I want! Caring for the needs of others? I learned along 
time ago, if you don't take care of number 1, who's going to?  
No, I just want to take care of me, myself, and I. 

Do you see the contrast in the Palm Sunday picture? Do you see the contrast in our 
world? Jesus is God in the flesh who came to save us; Jesus who humbles himself; who 
takes on the form of a servant--he does it willingly for your sins and mine. 

Jesus humiliates himself, taking on the form of a servant for our salvation. And what do 
we do? We who are in the form of a servant--owe everything to a gracious and giving 
God; we cast off the form of a servant, because we want to be God. 

Take a look around at how often we order our lives, the things we do--the priorities we 
make. Often times we get caught up in everything else, except loving God and serving 
one another. 

We're like those people at the academy awards--we put on a good face in public and 
pretend everything is good, but inside we're bitter and backstabbing; we're jealous, we 
want to be in the spotlight.  We want the glory and honor. 

To serve, to help others, to be content!  No! And we just wait for our chance to pounce. 

Friends in Christ, today not only does Jesus teach us how we should live; 5Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Have the mind of Christ 
among you; He not only teaches us what we should do—He does it for us! because he 
knows who we are—that we are bound by sin and temptation. he knows how easy it is to 
live for self. 

Jesus was tempted in every way shape and form as we are and he overcame every 
temptation. He carries his Cross, he goes all the way to Calvary for you and for me. For 
every prideful and arrogant thought, word, and deed. 

For every time we would rather tear someone down rather than rejoice in their success. 
For every time we sought to serve our self and not the needs of others, for these and all 
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other sins, Jesus suffered and died. this is the mind of Christ. Sacrificial love. Love to the 
point of death. 

Jesus took on the form of a servant. He humbled himself. He set aside that which was his 
by right, to serve you and me and all the world. Jesus in his perfect obedience humbled 
himself for the life of the world. 

Jesus humbled himself to the point of death. Good Friday is not the end. It points us to 
Easter. Jesus who was dead is now alive! Exalted by God the Father. Risen from the 
grave, never to die again.  9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name. 

As we humble ourselves, and put to death our sins and sinful passions and evil lusts--
drowning in the waters of holy baptism by daily contrition and repentance. God lifts us 
up and exalts us--as you humble yourselves in the name of the Lord. 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Put away your 
selfish greed and live for someone else. When you see someone in need, pray and give 
encouragement, just a s Christ has loved and encouraged you.  

When you see those on our prayer list, call them and pray for them, see how they are 
doing-it will cost you some extra time--but as you love and serve others, it is the Christ in 
you who is showing the love and concern. 

God is calling us to have the mind of Christ, it doesn't come natural. It's a gift that loves 
God and serves one another and trusts that God will take care of us, provide for us, and in 
the end exalt us. 

Can we trust God enough? Can we rely on the one, who by the power of the Word, 
created the entire universe? Can we trust the one who lived and died and rose again to 
give us eternal life? 

He called us into the faith in the waters of baptism—into the body of Christ. 

Today Christ rides into Jerusalem—For You! In a few moments we will sing Hosanna in 
the highest, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Jesus comes to save you 
now! His body and his blood under the bread and wine to forgive you and give you 
peace. 

Christ gives us everything we need to support this body and life. As Christ trusted his 
Father in heaven, we too can trust that our father in heaven will hold nothing necessary 
from us and give us all good things. 
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5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but 
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.  8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

May God grant it to you for Jesus sake. Amen. 

  


