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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost                                                                                    Rev Mark Duer  
Luke 10:38-42/ “Priorities”                                                                                          July 21, 2019 

Priorities!  We all have priorities, whether we want to admit it or not. It’s interesting how they 
differ from one person to the next.  You can tell a lot about someone based on their priorities.   

What are your priorities?  Is it more important to get that medical procedure done or to remodel 
that part of your house that doesn’t really need it?  What about caring and for a loved one who is 
suffering in some way or going to a ballgame or going out of town, what would come first?   

What about when it comes to going to church on Sunday or doing something else less important. 
After all, we are good at justifying ourselves and our decisions.   

Unfortunately, it’s usually when something tragic happens or someone close to us steps up and 
confronts us that we’re forced to re-examine our plans, and priorities and face the ugly reality 
that our priorities are messed up.   

The Gospel today is also about priorities. Jesus is teaching us today that our priorities can get out 
of whack. It is important to take time and make God’s Word a priority in your life.   

You may not have all your priorities right in life, but you’ve got this one right.  Just like Mary, 
you made the right choice.  You are here in church today! You’re here to sit at Jesus feet and be 
fed by Him with His Word and His Sacrament.   

You didn’t stay or come up with any other self-justification why you couldn’t be here today. You 
made Christ your priority.  You put Him first.  You didn’t do like all those other people with their 
sinfully wrong priorities. 

This (church) is where He calls us to be this morning; not going out for breakfast or watching TV 
or in bed or anywhere else.  This is where our faith is fed and nourished; nowhere else.   

I want you to take a close look at this Gospel.  All too often we jump the gun and make Scripture 
say what we want it to say rather than simply letting God tell us what we need to hear.  This 
gospel about Christian priorities isn’t just for those who aren’t here today; it’s for us as well. 

I want you to put yourself in Martha’s shoes for a moment.  All too often we look at this from 
Mary’s perspective, not realizing that we’re all Martha’s. You see, Martha wanted very much to 
sit at her Lord and Savior’s feet and soak up His Word.  A lack of faith and trust was not the 
problem here.   

The problem was that Martha also knew that there was work to be done in service to her Lord.  
Typical mid-Eastern hospitality meant feeding and providing for the guests.  Now, just think how 
much bigger this is going to feel to someone who knows that this guest isn’t just any guest, but 
Almighty God!   

Sometimes we can go overboard with cleaning and menu preparation when friends or family 
comes to visit.   
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Can you imagine how much more stressful and chaotic this would be if Jesus Himself was 
coming over for dinner. 

You can begin to understand that Martha wasn’t wrong in wanting to serve Jesus.  That’s not why 
Jesus corrected her.  The problem with Martha was that her acts of service consumed her.   

They became her number-one priority.  These acts of service, unlike Abraham’s acts of 
extraordinary service, were burdensome and a bother; not a joyous privilege.   

That’s why Jesus gave her that reality check.  I’ll tell you; this is a big problem that infects all 
churches in all areas of congregational life.  I’ve always said that if the devil can’t get you one 
way, he’ll find another.   

One of the easiest ways to get people away from Christ is to get them so busy and focused on 
their tasks that they forget about Jesus Christ and Him crucified for forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. 

I know you’ve all seen it before.  It happens all the time.  Somebody has the best intentions.   

“God is calling me to use my time, talents, and treasures.  I can do that.  I have a gift!” Many 
people get so wrapped up and consumed with their work in the church, and even out of the 
church that Christ is no longer a focus or priority.   

They fail to put time aside every day for God’s Word and devotion and their own faith can be 
neglected and starved.  Those who are not in church are not fed and nourished by God’s Word, 
and the Lord’s Supper. 

And make no mistake: Pastors are every bit as guilty.  Many a pastor, myself included, foregoes 
those private devotional “one-on-one” times with Christ because there’s so much to do.  “We’ve 
got evangelism to do here!  We’ve got souls to reach and a congregation to grow!” That’s when 
Christ steps in and gives you that uncomfortable, but much needed priority-check.   

If you are not fed, nourished and healthy yourself, how can you possibly feed and nourish and 
nurture anyone else?  If you’re running on empty, you’re not going to do anyone else any good.   

There are times when we like Martha get worried and distracted because of the world and 
everything going on around us. It happens to all of us. 

Just like in today’s Old Testament. Abraham and Sara were not planning on having a child, but 
the Lord came to them and told Sarah she would have a son. But Abraham and Sarah did not 
believe the Lord because of their old age. One year later Sarah gave birth to a son (Isaac) and 
their priorities changed. 

The Lord fulfilled His promise to Abraham through the birth of Isaac that his descendants would 
be a numerous as the stars. 

The Lord always knows what is best for us, and from time to time will open new doors for us 
and our priorities will change for the better. 
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Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that 
will stand. 
                                                                                                                                           
Sometimes we get distracted, and that takes away from being faithful to God’s Word. Our 
priorities in life get out of focus and we continue to make God’s Word a last priority. 

This is when God calls you to repentance, to see the error of your ways, repent of your sins, 
receive forgiveness and live in this forgiveness through Jesus, not doubting, but firmly believing 
your sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

Colossians 1:21-22 21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him. 

In the meaning of the third commandment, Luther says we should fear and love God so that we 
do not despise preaching and his Word, but hold it sacred, and gladly hear and learn it. 

My friends: That’s why we take the time to come together each and every Sunday.  We don’t do 
this for the accolades or brownie points.  We don’t do this to show God or anyone else how good 
we think we are.  We don’t even do this because we have to. We come to Divine Service out of 
joy, and because this is what pleases our Lord and Savior.   

We come to church as a response to our Lord and Savior and what He has done for us, to receive 
His gifts of forgiveness, and life, and peace, 

We do this because this is where Christ wants us to be.  This is where He nourishes us with His 
life-giving Word and Sacrament.  This is where we come in from the world, battered, beaten and 
bruised, and receive His heavenly healing and strengthening, all so we can go out and do it all 
over again.   

This is where God specifically asks you to check your priorities and worries at the door and take 
the time to simply sit and receive and be healed.  There is plenty of time in the week to deal with 
all those other things.  Priority number-one is right here, right now.  

Jesus Christ loved you so much that He willingly gave up all of heaven’s majesty in order to 
come down to earth, take on your fallen and sinful flesh, and then take that flesh and sin to the 
cross so that it would be dead once-and-for-all.   

Jesus loved you so much that He suffered and died for you that you may have life eternal with 
your heavenly Father.   

May this unconditional and all-forgiving love of your Lord and Savior be your constant number-
one priority in all areas of your life—justification and sanctification; giving and receiving; 
serving and being so richly served. Amen! 


