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“God with Us.”      
Jer 23:5-8, Ro 13:8-14, Matt 21:1-9/ Advent 1                                                 Wed. Dec 5th 2018    

Zechariah’s Line is the essence of Christianity: “Your king is coming to you.” 

Advent of course, meaning coming. We often speak of the threefold coming of Christ. He came 
in flesh, in a body, born of the Virgen to be a sacrifice for sins. He will come again, in flesh, in a 
body, on the last day to judge the living and the dead. And he comes now, in flesh, in a body, in 
the Holy Communion.   

The Lord who comes in His risen body in the Holy Communion also comes in His Word. He is 
present in the preaching of His Church and in the Holy Scriptures. He also comes with His Holy 
Spirit in the name of the Father at Holy Baptism, where he makes sinners into His temple. He 
comes in the Absolution. He is present in holy marriage as well, in the bond of fellowship, and in 
the hearts of His people.     

This is nothing new, Zechariah said, “Your king is coming to you.” The Lord was present with 
His people before the incarnation. He was the rock that watered them, the pillar that led them. He 
was in the holy of holies, sitting on the mercy seat, shielding them from the Law’s accusations 
and their sins, accepting their praise and hearing their prayers. He is the Lord who walked in the 
garden and spoke from the bush.     

But once the Lord came in flesh, once He took up our cause in the Virgin’s womb, he became 
meek, almost embarrassingly so. When resistance to His ministry mounted, He withdrew. Five 
times in Matthews’s gospel, the Lord runs away. When joseph heard what Herod planned, the 
Lord fled, out of Bethlehem to Egypt.    

When he heard that John has been arrested, he fled to Galilee. When he heard that the Pharisees 
were conspiring to kill Him, He fled. When He heard that John had been killed, He fled to the 
desert. And after the Pharisees again challenged Him in Gennesaret, He fled to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon. Finally, when they come to get Him in the garden, He submits like a sheep to the 
slaughter. 

But there on Palm Sunday, he comes, humble, riding on a donkey, and yet, at the same time, 
forceful. He will not be stopped, He tells them what is to happen. The disciples go and get the 
donkey.  

Without anyone telling them what to do, the people spontaneously pave his road with their 
clothes and palm branches. They shout, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” They know that He is 
the king even though they really don’t quite know what that means.   

But they do know something is up and something is not right. Even as they offer Him tribute and 
praise, they shake in fear. He is humble, but there is power in Him, power that is being stirred up 
against the devil, to rescue us. He is coming. But we, like they, are not so sure we want to be 
rescued.  
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We don’t like the old boss, but Jesus can be a bit bossy Himself. How can we stand in His 
presence and not be destroyed? How can we stand in His presence and keep our selfish ways? A 
proverb of men reads, “Better the devil known than unknown.” 

We are right to be afraid. The Lord withdrew during His ministry. Not because He was weak or 
cowardly but because He is the high priest and the king. No one takes His like form Him. He 
lays it down of His own accord, at the proper time and in the proper way. He rides toward his 
throne, His glory, and His power.  

He rides to the Cross. It is terrible to behold, worse than the rushing wind that Elijah felt at his 
back as he hid in the crack of the mountains. The Lord does not take His kingdom by force, by 
violence, but it is most certainly violent. He suffers it. He endures violence to win His kingdom 
back, he pays for it with His own blood. And there is no going back. 

Hosanna means save us in Hebrew. That is what the people are shouting as He rides. They are 
asking Him to go and die, whether they know it or not, asking Him to save them. He is riding not 
only whether they know it or not but also whether they ask for it or not. 

They may not want to be rescued. They might be terrified of what this costs, of what this will 
mean, nut His father wants them to be rescued and He fulfills His Father’s will. He is the Lord 
who will not leave things alone. He is the Lord who comes, and He will not be stopped simply 
because they, and we, are not worthy or smart enough. He comes to seek and save. 

Repent, the king draws near. Rejoice, your king is coming to you. He will not leave you alone or 
pretend as though everything is okay. He is the king who comes. 

So, He comes to earth, not in a burning bush or a pillar of fire but through a virgin—a weak and 
crying baby in need or His mother’s love. He comes, in weakness and humility, to be nailed to 
the cross and left there to die. He comes. Though, weak as he might be, with power unlike any 
other. He is purposeful and certain. He knows what He is doing. And so, it is that He also comes 
alive out of death. 

And then the really great surprise: He comes out of death to the fearful, failure disciples, and He 
is not mad. He holds no grudge. The violence is over, all done to Him in their stead. So, He 
comes gentle and kind, reconciling and peaceful. “Peace be with you,” He says. 

Zechariah had it quite right: “Your king is coming to you.” And what a king He is! You do not go 
to Him. You do not know the way and you do not have the strength. He comes to you. He seeks. 
He saves. He does what you could never do. He makes you His own.  

Soon He will come again, not humble, not riding on a donkey, not hidden in bread and wine, not 
fleeing to the mountains, but in glory. Hosanna, Son of David Hosanna! Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come quickly! 
Amen. 
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