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Third Sunday in Advent                                                                               Rev. Mark Duer 
Luke 7:18-28/ What did you go out to see?                                           December 16, 2018 

Luke 7:26-27 “What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet.  27This is he of whom it is written, ' Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face, who will prepare your way before you.'” 

What do you like to go out and see? A movie? A sunset, or sunrise? Do you like to go to 
the mall and see all the people and go shopping? 

Since we are in the Christmas season, maybe you like to go and see the lights and 
decorations in your neighborhood? Or even better the big Christmas tree and lights in 
downtown Chicago.  

Even something more important than all of the above—going out Christmas Eve and 
attending a children’s program, or church service about the story and birth of Jesus. 

In today’s gospel Jesus asked the multitudes concerning Saint John the Baptizer, "What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see?"  

Was John the Baptist a reed shaken by the wind? Was John like a blade of grass, moving 
to and fro, blown about by every wind of doctrine of the world around him? The answer 
is no.  John didn’t waver or totter based upon the pressures that the world placed upon 
him.  

He stood fast to proclaim the Word of God.  He did not change his message to be popular, 
or soften the Law in order to avoid trouble. On the contrary, he eventually was beheaded 
because he would not back down from the Word of God. May we be so faithful.  

Again, Jesus asks, "Was John a man in soft clothing?" The point here is not whether John 
wore fine clothes, or costly garments.  

In today's language we would say, "Did you go to see a man dressed in an Armani suit?" 
The answer is no. The people did not go to see a man who was showing off his wealth, 
nor did they go to see a man getting rich off his preaching.  

Instead, John was a prophet, and more than a prophet, because he stood before the Lord 
Yahweh to prepare His way. Surely there could be no greater man than John, who 
prepared the arrival of Christ. Other prophets predicted Christ and saw Him far off in the 
future.  

Yet John stood in the presence of the Lord God Almighty in human flesh.  He poured 
water upon the head of the Creator of the universe, and baptized him. When John saw 
Jesus, he pointed to Him and declared, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world!"  
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So, it was not John himself that was worth going out to see. It was the fact that John was 
a prophet who came before the Lord Himself. The real Person to see in the wilderness 
was Christ, to whom John pointed.  

What did you come to this place to see? What is here that is worth your time and 
attention?  

Are you here to see a reed shaken by the wind? Are you here to listen to a man tell you 
something to make you feel good? My words will sometimes make you feel good, as you 
hear the sweet Gospel message of salvation. But it will not always make you happy.  

Sometimes, you will be hurt by my words. I cannot change them, since they are not my 
words, but the Word of the Lord. So, it would be most foolish to come and hear me to 
feel good, as I am not here to bend like a reed of every false doctrine to the will of the 
world.  

You are also not here to see a man in costly robes. They are just an ordinary Alb and stole 
and not be worth coming to see. I am not here to show off and put on a spectacle.   

In today’s gospel John asked Jesus, "Are you the One who is to come, or shall we look 
for another?" So, we may also ask today, "Is the One in this place the Coming One?  Or 
should we look for another?"  

We might find the answer in the words with which Jesus answered John. Jesus described 
His work as the Messiah in verses 22-23: "Go and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.  23And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by me." 

Jesus is present here in the sacraments, the absolution and the preaching of the Gospel to 
the poor. For you and I are the spiritually poor who need this Gospel. We are the 
wretched sinners who would be doomed to eternal death if not for this pure Gospel.  

For Jesus is indeed here. It is He who forgives you, so that you are no longer lost in the 
darkness of your sins. It is He who has poured out His holy water to cleanse you who are 
filthy and unclean, so that you are now worthy of entering the presence of the Most High 
God.   

Repent now, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

So, Christ is here where His Gospel is preached to poor beggars who need it so 
desperately. And He is here especially in His Body and Blood, given and shed for you.  

The Lord is most certainly here where the sacraments are rightly administered and the 
pure Word is spoken and taught as He promised He would be, even to the end of the age.   
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Since He is here, therefore He is worth coming to see. Therefore, as Christ says, "Blessed 
is he who is not offended because of Me."  

Where men turn away from Christ because they take offense, there the Gospel is 
rejected. Where men refuse to hear or refuse to believe, because they reject the Holy 
Spirit, and they push away the incredible blessings of grace that Christ freely gives.  

May this never happen among us. For how blessed are you who are not offended, but 
instead always faithfully believe. How blessed are you, because all the blessings Christ 
poured out on earth shall be yours in eternity.  

At the resurrection, you shall have a body so powerful and perfect that you will look back 
upon the earthly body you have now as if it were lame and deaf and blind.   

Whatever ailments you have now shall be erased, and not only that, but you shall have 
strength and health beyond imagining. For our bodies now are full of sickness and death 
at all times.  

But our bodies then shall be like the glorified body of Christ, immune to any weakness or 
pain or illness. Our bodies shall be immortal and majestic.  

This is what Christ specified in His earthly ministry. By healing every sickness, He 
showed that He has come to eradicate every effect of sin, from the tiny things like having 
imperfect vision or having a little cold, all the way to the terrifying plagues of agony and 
disfigurement and death.   

By His death, He has conquered death. By His sufferings, He shall end all sufferings, 
once and for all. For He is the Lord Yahweh, God in human flesh, who is here to 
distribute these gifts to you. Even now, He has given you all things, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

May the Peace of the Lord that surpasses all understanding, be with us always. 
Amen. 


