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Maybe it's just me, but if somebody is paying you a compliment and singing your praises, 
it's probably not very wise or polite to turn around and insult them.  Even if you don't like 
the person complimenting you, good manners dictate that you simply take the 
compliment and move on.   

In the Gospel for this morning, it seems that Jesus wasn't very wise, polite, or well-
mannered.  This must be the case, right?  Why else would He speak against the people of 
His hometown who were, in fact, speaking well of Him and marveling at the gracious 
words He was speaking?  

That's a good question.  Why would Jesus "break the rules" by chastising the very people 
who watched Him grow into manhood, and maybe even played some sort of role in 
helping to raise Him?  It has everything to do with the words of verse 23: "What we 
have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well."   

And what are these things that Jesus did at Capernaum preceding His return home?   
According to Mark 1-5, Jesus healed many sick and demon-possessed people. He healed 
Peter's mother-in-law of her deadly fever. 

He healed the paralytic man who had been lowered through the roof by his four friends.  
He healed the woman who had been bleeding for twelve years when she simply touched 
the hem of His garment.   

So great was His power!  So great, in fact, that Jesus even had the ability to raise people 
from the dead, as was evidenced when He resurrected the daughter of Jairus, the 
Synagogue leader in Capernaum.  

You can begin to understand why the hometown crowd in Nazareth was so excited. They 
were probably all thinking that this Jesus was the answer to all their problems. 

If He was able to do these sorts of miraculous things for those people over in Capernaum, 
imagine what He'll do for us!" This is why Jesus chastised the people.  They didn't get it.  
More specifically, they didn't want to get it.   

What do I mean by that?  Listen to what Christ reads in the Synagogue—His Word first 
recorded by Isaiah in chapter 61: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 
anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent Me to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

At the heart of what Jesus said was to proclaim the Good News. 
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It doesn't say that Jesus was sent to proclaim and to perform miracles.  Christ was sent to 
proclaim—proclaim good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to the captives, proclaim 
recovery of sight to the blind, and proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  

"Recovering of sight to the blind?"  What does that mean?" Faith comes by hearing the 
Word of God.  It's no coincidence that Scripture repeatedly speaks of sinful faithlessness 
as spiritual blindness.   

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

This was the problem with the hometown crowd.  This is why Jesus spoke such brutal, 
attention-getting Law.  They were stubborn in their spiritual deafness and blindness.   
They heard the words of Christ, but they didn't hear the Word of God.  They didn't listen.  
As a result of their deafness they saw nothing more than the carpenter's son standing 
before them.   

They saw nothing more than a possible meal ticket or a link to bigger, better things.   
They marveled at His command of such eloquent, gracious words, yet they never truly 
heard His Words of Grace. They never truly heard Him say, "Today your heavenly Father 
is keeping His promise of salvation to you.  Today this promise is fulfilled in Me.   

Just like the people in Jesus hometown, we all guilty of such blind selfish behavior.   
There's not one of us here who hasn't taken offense at God because He did this, that, or 
the other thing for someone else, perhaps even an unbeliever or hypocrite, yet all we 
seem to get dealt is a hand full of misery, pain, and sorrow.   

You might think that because you are a good Christian, and Lutheran, and come to church 
and give your offerings, that you deserve more blessings because it seems like everyone 
around you is blessed while things may not be going that well with you. 

If you truly listen to God's Word, you discover that apart from Christ you deserve nothing 
but eternal death and damnation.  You're a sinner, and the wages of sin is death. 

Jesus tells us that the "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel." Believe and do not doubt in God’s grace and forgiveness. 

Because of Christ Jesus and His unconditional, all-redeeming act of love you are 
completely forgiven.   

You are God's precious child and heir, not because of anything you've done to earn it, but 
only because of what Christ did for you by laying down His life as a ransom for yours.   
God doesn't play favorites.  All are equally dead in their sin and all are equally redeemed 
in Christ's blood.  

Though Jesus suffering, death and resurrection, you are redeemed by His blood, forgiven 
of all your sins and made a member in God’s Kingdom. 



!  3

It's interesting to note the sad, tragic irony that this particular text ends on.  You see, the 
people were looking for great and miraculous things from Jesus.   

But their spiritual deafness produced spiritual blindness.   

It's ironic that in their anger over Jesus' proclamation they marched Him out of town to 
kill Him and be rid of Him, only to have Christ miraculously pass right through their 
midst and continue on His mission of evangelism and life-giving Gospel proclamation.   

A great and miraculous thing was done in their midst and they failed to see it!  How sad 
and tragic when the same thing happens again and again in our day as Christ repeatedly 
manifests Himself in His Word and Sacraments and people fail to recognize Him and 
perhaps even take offense at Him and His humble means of grace.   

It sometimes makes you wonder if it's even worth the hassle.  Maybe someone else more 
suited for such punishment can handle the evangelism stuff.  Maybe there's a different, 
perhaps better, way.  

It's impossible to understand unless understood in faith, but God's plan of salvation 
essentially includes rejection.  God's plan of salvation is centered squarely on a cross!  
God's plan of salvation is still centered in the proclamation of Christ crucified.   

You can't help but hear 1 Corinthians 2:2, "I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." This is how God grows His Church.  This is how God 
makes disciples. Matthew 16:24 "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.” 

God calls you to be faithful, even in the face of trial, tribulation, and rejection.  We face 
struggles and tribulations in our life, whether they're great or small.  Jesus knows what 
you're going through and He can relate.  It's not like He doesn't know pain or sorrow or 
rejection.  Take heart.  Be of good cheer.   

Christ doesn't abandon you the minute the going gets tough.  Christ comes to you 
unconditionally with His life-giving gifts of salvation.  In spite of all the trials and 
tribulations you will daily face in this fallen and sinful world. 

The eternal life-giving Gospel proclamation that says that you and all mankind are freely, 
completely, forgiven in His all-atoning death and resurrection.  This is the promise and 
proclamation of our unchanging and eternally-loving God and Lord.   

May our heavenly Father, through the working of His Holy Spirit in His Word and 
Sacrament, continue to bless you with the opened ears and eyes and mouths of saving 
faith. 
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In spite of all the trials, rejections, and crosses you will endure in this life...,  

may you continue to joyfully hear, behold, and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ 
crucified and resurrected, to the very end of the ages.   


