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Second Sunday in Advent                                                                          Rev. Mark Duer 
Luke 3:1-14/ "Voices"                                                                              December 6, 2015 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Luke 3:2-6 2During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  4As it is written in the book of 
the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.  5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level 
ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

What voices to you hear? We are surrounded by voices--voices we hear at home. Voices 
at work. Voices in the community, and voices in the world around us. We hear Voices that 
are good. Voices that are bad, and even voices that can be confusing,  

With all these voices that you hear, sometimes it's not so easy to separate the voices that 
you think are good from the voices that you are unsure of or the voices that are confusing. 
So how can you tell the difference? 

As Christians we must faithfully to listen to the voice of Jesus our Good Shepherd and 
follow him alone. Even though we continually listen to our Lord, sometimes we stray and 
follow other voices, and Satan is there continuing to tempt us and to keep us straying and 
wandering away from God and following the voices that lead to sin. 

In today's gospel, a voice is shouting in the desert, that voice is pointing to the coming of 
Jesus. Throughout the Old Testament, the pages are pointing to the promise of the coming 
one-the Messiah. 

In Isaiah chapter 40, Isaiah prophesies about the coming of the Savior in verses 3-5 “A 
voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  5And the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken.” 

This voice that Isaiah talks about is John the Baptist’s voice, who was crying out in the 
desert and proclaiming the coming of the Messiah. The text today is about a voice who is 
proclaiming a message about preparation and repentance. 

The desert (the world around us) is a roadblock of obstacles and impediments that get in 
our way; it's full of difficulties that keep us from God. Whatever is impeding Christ from 
us must be removed, our hearts must be leveled by God's grace.   

The message that John the Baptist proclaimed 2000 years ago is the same today: The 
voice that rang out said: “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  



!  2

The central theme of John’s Baptism can be described in one imperative, “Repent!” John 
the Baptist’s voice is proclaiming that the kingdom of heaven is here and now is the time 
for repentance.  

Advent is a time to prepare for the birth of a Savior, to prepare for this Savior who will 
come again on the last day. 

It’s easy to tune out that voice, especially when it comes to God’s law. We want to tune 
out voices like "You shall have no other Gods", or "repent for the Kingdom oh heaven 
is at hand." It’s not a voice we want to hear, the voice that tells us to obey the 
commandments. We want to tune that voice out until we hear one that we like.  

We see in the in Scriptures how God's people disobeyed his voice of the Lord God. 

Sin and decay came into the world because Eve obeyed the voice of the serpent (Satan), 
and Adam obeyed the voice of Eve. The consequences of original sin are still affecting 
mankind and all of God's creation. 

Moses was not allowed to enter into the promised Land because he disobeyed the voice 
of the Lord God, The Israelites were exiled from the promised Land for disobeying the 
voice of the Lord God and worshiping false gods. 

In 1 Samuel, after Saul was anointed King, he was sent to kill all the Amalekites and 
devote everything to destruction, so God's people could inherit the land. But Saul didn’t 
obey the voice of the Lord and kept for himself the best of the sheep and oxen, and 
spared the life of King Agag. As Saul returned, we went to make a sacrifice to the Lord. 

1 Samuel 15:22 2And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 

When you disobey God's voice you can too easily fall prey to Satan and fall into sin and 
all kinds of trouble. 

Malachi 3:5-6 5"Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those 
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.  6"For I the 
LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

In 2 Timothy 4:3-4 “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, 
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” 
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They will listen to the voices that tell them to forget about the Lord, and not to worry 
about going to church, because there are so many other things they could be doing,  

Like sleeping in, and a long list other things. They will listen to the voices that tell them 
not to share God’s Word, because that’s not the politically correct thing to do. (after all 
you don’t want to offend anyone, or be persecuted for your faith). 

We need to listen to the voice of the Law that convicts us of our sins and leads us to 
repentance.  We need to examine ourselves, and see that we are full of sin, and confess 
our sins, as we do on Sunday during Confession and Absolution, second, receive 
absolution and firmly believe and not doubt that our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus earned salvation and forgiveness for all men, by obeyed the voice of God the Father 
and following his Father's will. Luke 22:42 saying, "Father, if you are willing, remove 
this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." 
   
This forgiveness was earned by Jesus by way of the Cross. His suffering death, and 
resurrection. Jesus has won for you forgiveness, life and salvation, a free gift. 

 “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Jesus earned your 
salvation by his perfect obedience to the voice of his Father. This wonderful voice of the 
gospel gives you hope: The voice that says you are forgiven. 

The voice of God through the Holy Spirit calls you by the gospel, enlightens you with his 
gifts and keeps you in the true faith. 

As faithful Christians what are we to do to stay faithful to God's Word and bear fruit. 
Luke 3:10-11 10And the crowds asked him, "What then shall we do?"  11And he 
answered them, "Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and 
whoever has food is to do likewise." 

Only as faithful Christians, living each day in repentance and true faith will we bear 
much fruit. John 15:4-7 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  5I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned.  7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 

Obey the voice of the Lord you God above all things. Put his Word first in your lives and 
make it a priority, especially on Sundays. 
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We need to hear that voice of Christ: The voice that said: "It is Finished." The voice of 
forgiveness that brings eternal life and salvation and the peace that surpasses all 
understanding.    

Thanks be to God for that voice. Amen. 


