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First Sunday in Advent                                                                          Rev Mark W Duer 
Luke 19:28-40/ Advent King                                                                    December 2, 2012 

Luke 19:38 “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest!” 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

It is the season of anticipation; anticipation for what is yet to come. We just had 
Thanksgiving, and now the eyes of anticipation turn toward Christmas. That means 
vacation, shopping, Christmas trees, Christmas lights, Christmas cards. It comes with 
each passing day. 

For children, they anticipate the coming of parents and grandparents, and the gifts they’ll 
bear and the love they’ll share—it comes. 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent means The Lord comes; Jesus is coming for 
you, and it seems riding in on a donkey. Luke 19:37-38  7As he was drawing near- 
already on the way down the Mount of Olives- the whole multitude of his disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they 
had seen,  38 saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace 
in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

Why does Jesus ride in on a donkey? He comes in to save sinners. And yet people run 
from God. In Genesis chapter 3, Adam and Eve ran from God. 

After Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the tree, they ran and hid from God. Adam said: 
Genesis 3:10 "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself." 

People run from God. God came to Moses in the burning bush high on top of the 
mountain. God came to Moses. God invited the people to come on the mountain and the 
people said no, they would not go because they were afraid. In Exodus 20 when the 
people saw the thunder and lightening and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain 
billowing with smoke, they trembled with fear. 

They stayed at a distance and said to Moses: Exodus 20:19 “You speak to us, and we will 
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.”  

The people trembled in fear where God promised to be and the same is true today. God 
promises to meet us in his Holy Word and yet people refuse to read the Scriptures 
because they’re afraid of what God will say to them. 
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God is present in his holy Sacraments, and people refuse to come because they’re afraid 
of what is there. God is in his church and yet many don’t come, instead they are more 
concerned with the cares and concerns of the world. 

During the Advent season, some people will help the needy, and homeless, and the poor, 
and they will perform other works. They will hide behind these things and think they can 
earn forgiveness. Others will hide behind their boasting’ 

All you have to do is ask them, and they will tell you all the great things they do, like the 
Pharisee in Luke 18; he prayed to God: “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.” 

No more making it all about you, and no more running and hiding from where God is; 
because God is coming to you. The thought might cross you mind: I’m not good enough 
to be in the presence of God. 

I’m not good enough; that’s one of the reasons why Adam and Eve ran and hid from God. 
It’s like a child who has done wrong, running and hiding from their parents, fearful of 
being caught and judged. You are fearful, so you run from God. 

I’m not good enough! This is exactly who God has come for—people who aren’t good 
enough. For we are all poor miserable sinners, for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God. 

It’s who we are, we’re not good enough, that’s why Jesus has come. He is the Savior who 
has come to save us from our sin—those who are dead in their trespasses and sins. He’s 
come to save you, that’s why he comes riding on a donkey. 

Your Advent King comes, gentle and riding on a donkey. He’s not like any other king. All 
the earthly kings’ rule with an iron fist and they tell you what to do. This king comes to 
serve; he comes to give his life as a ransom to you, and the people see it and know it, they 
recognize it and that’s why they shout Hosanna, which means Lord save us. 

Lord save us, they say it with their lips and their lives, they take their coats and spread 
them on the road to make it a royal entrance for the king, as he rides into Jerusalem, he 
will go to the Cross as he bleeds and dies for your sins. 

Jesus has come to be judged in your place, because God says: the wages of sin is death. 
On the Cross Jesus takes your place for all the times you ran from God, and took Jesus’ 
coming for granted. For all the times you didn’t care that God came for you. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. He made you his children by dying his death 
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and rising again. Your Advent King comes, and on the tree of the Cross he’s on his throne 
and he wears his crown—the crown of thorns. 

What Jesus rode into Jerusalem to do, he finishes on the Cross—it’s done, salvation is 
complete for you. The Advent King has done it for you, his life poured out unto death. 
Three days later your Advent King comes, he rises over the grave—never to die again. 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest!” Jesus comes; he comes to those who run and hide, like the disciples who 
ran and hid and locked themselves in the upper room.  

John 20:21-23 Jesus came to them and said: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if 
you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld." 

The Advent King has won salvation and he delivers it to you; to bring you peace. Peace 
in heaven and peace on earth. He has come to serve you with his life given unto death for 
you. He has come to save those who cannot save themselves like little babies, in the 
baptismal font.  

The Advent King comes, he comes and he gives you his name. The name of the father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

The Advent King comes and as Peter writes: 1 Peter 3:21-22 Baptism which corresponds 
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God. 

He comes to serve his people. God comes to you today, just like he came to Moses in the 
burning bush. He came to his people and dwelled with them in the pillar of fire at night 
and the pillar of cloud during the day. 

God comes to you today, just as he came in the holy of holies in the tabernacle to his 
people. God comes to you today as he came gentle and riding on a donkey.  

God comes to you today to give you his very body broken and blood shed, to serve you 
his royal priests with the royal feast of heaven, the Lord’s Supper. He comes to you to 
give you the bread of life 
  
The people of Jerusalem saw Jesus coming and they sang Hosanna, which means Lord 
save us, Jesus came for that very purpose—to save sinners. 
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The church today sees Jesus coming and we sing the words of the Sanctus: Hosanna, 
Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. He comes to 
save you. 

May this Advent season be one that is full of repentance, and may it be full of God’s 
coming to you through his living Word, teaching you to live as his children. 

“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest!” 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; Make safe the 
way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall 
come to thee, O Israel! Amen. 


