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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany                                                                 Rev Mark Duer 
Isaiah 6:1-8                                                                                               February 10, 2019 

Isaiah 6:1-8 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal 
that he had taken with tongs from the altar.  7 And he touched my mouth and said: 
"Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 
for.  8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." 

When the Prophet Isaiah was being called by the Lord to be a prophet to the nations, he 
was given a vision of the temple. In this vision, he saw God sitting upon his throne in his 
heavenly temple. He saw Seraphim which were the six-winged angels, they covered their 
faces before God’s holy presence.  

During ancient times Seraphim decorated the thrones of many of the Egyptian Pharaohs, 
and they were used on the Ark of the Covenant. They were sent to prepare Isaiah to 
proclaim the Lord’s message to his sinful people.  

In the Book of Revelation, the Apostle John tells us about his vision of the Throne Room 
which also included six winged angelic creatures. Revelation 4:6-9: “And around the 
throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and 
behind: 7the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third 
living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in 
flight. 8And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all 
around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" 9And whenever the living creatures 
give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever.” 

In verse 2 Isaiah describes his vision: “Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two 
he flew. And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!"  

Verse 5 : “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!” 

Isaiah was fearful because he knew no one could see God and live. In the presence of the 
holy one of Israel, Isaiah was aware of how sinful he was. He was impure in a place that 
required perfect holiness.  

Isaiah recounts his vision in verse 6 of the sermon text "Then one of the seraphim flew 
to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar.   
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In his mercy, God sent one the seraphim to take a coal from the altar of sacrifice and 
touch Isaiah’s lips. Verse 7: “And he touched my mouth and said: ‘Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.’”   

This purged Isaiah of his sins. Isaiah was then ready to preach God’s Word to his people. 
When God asked “Whom shall I send?” Isaiah replied, "Here am I! Send me." 

Only after God has redeemed Isaiah would he be ready to proclaim his Holy Word. Just 
like Isaiah, we do nothing for our forgiveness. The Lamb of God took our guilt and 
atoned for our sins on the Cross. 

Isaiah’s lips were God’s instrument to proclaim God’s law to a sinful nation. Isaiah 
warned the people who mocked God and believed that God wouldn’t bring judgment 
upon them.  

Isaiah 5:20-21 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for 
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21Woe to those 
who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!” 

Isaiah condemned them for trying to silence the Lord’s messengers. If Israel would repent 
of their sins and trust in God; they would be saved, but time and time again they put their 
trust in false idols.  

Isaiah 42:17-18 “They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved 
idols, who say to metal images, "You are our gods." 18Hear, you deaf, and look, you 
blind, that you may see!” In God’s anger, he sent foreign nations, the Assyrians, then the 
Babylonians to come and exile his people and destroy Judah, and Israel.  

Assyria would come and destroy the northern kingdom of Israel, but God would preserve 
some of his people and they would look to God for salvation. Isaiah 17:7 “In that day 
man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will look on the Holy One of Israel.” God kept 
his promise to free a remnant of his people; he had greater plans for his people and all 
other people of the earth. 

There are times when we don’t make the Lord God a priority in our lives and we seek 
after the things of the world for comfort. The meaning of the 1st commandment says: “We 
should fear, love and trust in God above all things.” Just like Isaiah we are lost and we 
have unclean lips.  

In the perfect time he sent his Son, the Holy One, to live a perfect, sinless, and holy life 
for us. Jesus became the sacrifice to pay the price for our sins. Jesus died, and fulfilled 
God’s plan and 3 days later he rose from the grave and conquered death once and for all.  
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God now sees us clothed in Christ’s righteousness. Paul reminds us in Galatians 3:27 
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

Before God made the world, He chose us in Christ Jesus to be his children. Just as Isaiah 
was cleansed of his sins when the coal from the altar touched his lips, God cleanses us 
with the waters of Holy Baptism by joining us to Christ’s death and resurrection.  

Romans 6:4 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” 

In Christ, He made us new creations who love and trust in him, and have his power to 
live holy lives. We are his saints- a word that means holy ones. Yet our old sinful nature 
lives in us, it urges us to give into the temptations of the devil, the world, and our flesh. 
We often times put the focus on us, trying to fit into the world and please our friends.  

We are saints and sinners at the same time. As we strive to live as the Saints that God 
created us to be, we are not alone, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is with us. In 
the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us His true body and blood for forgiveness of our sins, and 
strength for the journey ahead.    

Jesus blood purifies us, so that we can live and serve as his holy people. Hebrews 9:22 
says: “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 

The Lord appeared to Isaiah and called him as a prophet. The Lord gives you His Holy 
Spirit, and gives us vocations to carry out the daily callings he has given to each one of 
us.  

We serve God in various vocations as a teacher, pastor, accountant, a skilled laborer, a 
manager over others, and many professions to fulfill His will in our lives, and as a means 
to support our families. 

To answer the call: "Here am I! Send me." Especially right here at Grace, there are 
volunteer positions that need to be filled which don’t require a lot of time but are 
important to keep our church functioning healthy according to God’s Word.  

He has set us apart, and sends us into the world (His fields) to be a spokesman and speak 
to others Jesus Words: "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel." To live as God’s Holy people in love and service to your 
neighbor. 

In Isaiah’s vision in verse 3 the Seraphim praise God when they sing: "Holy, holy, holy 
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!" 
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In the Sanctus we praise God when we sing: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and 
might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Amen 


