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John 8:51-59   51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."  
52The Jews said to him, "Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, 'If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.'      53Are you 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 
yourself out to be?"  54Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 'He is our God.'  55But you have not known him. 
I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word.  56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 
He saw it and was glad."  57So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?"  58Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am."  59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out 
of the temple. 

Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday and we also celebrate Father’s Day. 

In today’s gospel there was a question by the Jews and religious leaders about Jesus 
identity and His authority. At the beginning of chapter 8, when Jesus was at the Temple in 
the region of the Mount of Olives. “Jesus spoke to the [Scribes and Pharisees], saying, ‘I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.’” 

Upon hearing this the Jewish leaders and the Pharisees accused Jesus testimony as not 
being true, because did not believe His claims of being the true Son of God.  

In John 8:31-37 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free."  33They answered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?"  34Jesus answered 
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.  35The slave 
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.  36So if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free indeed.   37I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek 
to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 

The Jews even accused Jesus of being possessed by a demon. This was a countercharge 
by the Jews in John 8, because Jesus had just accused them of being influenced by the 
Devil because they would not believe the Words Jesus spoke to them. 

In today's Gospel Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 
I am." Jesus is not using bad grammar here.  Instead, He is saying, "I am the God who 
spoke to Moses out of the burning bush." This is not the kind of thing you say in a crowd 
of devout Jews in first century Israel.   

These are the kind of words that can get you killed. The last verse of the Gospel confirms 
this as it says, "So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 
went out of the temple."  These Jews were ready to stone Jesus for claiming to be God.  
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If anyone absolutely insists that Jesus is not God, then they must also insist that Jesus is a 
liar of the worst sort - a liar who claims to be God.  

Jesus insists that we must accept Him as God.  AND … since He has risen from the dead 
as He promised, we can believe Him. Hid Word is certain and true.  

While it is proper to believe that Jesus is both God and man, there is more to it than 
that. Jesus not only claimed to be God, but He also spoke of God as His Father.  

In verse 54 of the Gospel He also said, "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing.  It is 
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 'He is our God.'" So Jesus not only 
takes the name of God to Himself, but He also teaches that God is His Father.  So now we 
have God the Father and God the Son.  
 
Peter tells us about God the Holy Spirit in the second reading for today. This reading 
comes from Peter's Pentecost sermon.  

Peter preached in Acts 2:32-33, "This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing."  

Here we see the Father exalting the Son and the Son pouring the Holy Spirit out on His 
church.  

From this we learn that although no person in the Trinity is before or after another, they 
all have a role in our salvation. The Father sends the Son into the world, the Son redeems 
the world, and the Son sends the Holy Spirit who gives redemption to the world through 
His gift of faith. The three persons of the Trinity work together in perfect harmony to 
bring salvation to us.  

Without the salvation that the Triune God brings to us, we would all be lost. Each of us 
sin daily in thought, word, and deed. Instead of loving God above all things, we love 
ourselves above all things. Instead of honoring God's name with our mouths, we bring 
shame on it. Instead of eagerly and joyfully hungering for His word, we despise His 
teaching.   

Instead of honoring those in authority, we constantly try to find ways around that 
authority. While we may not draw blood, our unkind words and our hateful thoughts have 
murdered, never the less. As we confessed earlier in this service, we all deserve present 
and eternal punishment—punishment here on earth and forever in hell.  
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Those who continually reject faith and Jesus’ forgiveness will never experience the 
salvation that the Triune God has for us. They will not receive the benefits of the great 
love that God has for them. Instead, they will experience the full, dreadful terror that 
caused the Son of God to cry out on the cross.   

Peter preached in Acts 2:38-39 "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." 

Fortunately, we are not without the salvation that the Triune God brings to us. God the 
Father sent the Son into the world to take on our mortal flesh. God the Son not only took 
our human flesh to Himself, but He also took up our sin - all of it.  

The Son of God took our sins to the cross where he was abandoned by the Father In a 
way that we cannot understand, God the Father turned away from our sins in disgust.   

The result was so horrible that God the Son cried out from the cross, "My God!  My 
God!  Why have your forsaken Me?" What a terrible punishment that must have been that 
caused the Son to cry out in that way.  

How horrible it was for the Father to inflict such pain on His beloved Son in that 
way. That is the punishment that our savior, Jesus Christ, the Son of God endured for us.  

By enduring that punishment for us, the Son of God made absolutely certain that we 
would never have to be punished in that way. God the Father gives us His grace for the 
sake of God the Son.  

With His suffering, death, and his glorious resurrection on the third day from the grave 
God the Son earned forgiveness, life, and salvation for every man, woman, and child who 
has ever lived or ever will live.  

That wonderful salvation will do us no good, however, if it is not delivered to us. That is 
the role of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings God's gifts to us. The Holy Spirit 
works through the Word of God to create and sustain faith in us.   

He does this as we read, hear, and study God's Word. He also does this trough the 
sacraments—through the Word attached to simple water in Holy Baptism and the body 
and blood of our Lord that we receive with the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper.  

We poor sinners who have been blessed with the gift of faith by the Holy Spirit will 
receive the gifts that only the Triune God can give - the gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. 
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Let us rejoice in the Trinity: The Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

May the Lord grant you his peace. Amen 


