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Luke 15:20-24 He arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the 
son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best 
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.' 

My son was dead, but is now alive. He's alive! Jesus tells the parable about the 2 sons, 
while the tax collectors and sinners draw near to hear his words. The Pharisees and 
Scribes stay at a distance and they grumble. 

How is one a son and receive the father's love? We're programmed in this world to see 
things through the lens of performance. It's all about what you do! If you’re a student and 
get A's, you might make it on the honor roll and maybe even get a scholarship to college. 
If you struggle in school you might not even make it to college. 

In a career, those who work hard and are committed usually get a promotion. Those who 
are lazy, and don’t show up to work on time will probably lose their job. Sports teams 
that work hard and are committed, and put in extra hours, might just be good enough to 
win a championship. The teams that just show up, will probably lose most of the time. 

There is truth in the saying: "You get what you deserve." "You reap what you sow." But 
how is it with the family of God—to become a child, a son and have eternal 
consequences? In today’s gospel, the prodigal son who is self-indulgent, greedy, selfish 
and immoral. He comes to his father and asks for his inheritance. 

In verse 12 he asks his father: "Father, give me the share of property that is coming to 
me." Give me my share of the property!  What point and time does one receive an 
inheritance? You receive it upon death! That's what the youngest son is saying to his 
father: Dad, your dead to me! I don't care about you, but only what belongs to me! 

Show me the money! The father is gracious and grants the younger sons request. As soon 
as he gets the money, he's gone! He leaves everything he knows behind in the dust. He 
lives as if only he matters—Wild living! Living in debauchery and living as a reviler. 

When you have all the money and you are buying all the drinks—you are the life of the 
party, the toast of the town.                   

1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Paul says: Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

After the prodigal son spent everything a severe famine hit. No more partying and wild 
living. All those supposed friends are not really friends after all; because when the 
money's gone--so are they. See you, wouldn’t want to be you! 



The prodigal son has hit rock bottom. He hires himself out, serving pig slop. He is so 
hungry he longs to be fed with the food the pigs are eating. How the mighty have fallen.  

He comes up with a plan to go back to his father, and even rehearses the words from 
verses 18-19 "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants." 

He wants to go back as a servant. His father full of grace and passion has been searching 
for his son every day. One day his son comes back, and when he is still a long way away 
the father runs to him and embraces him kisses him.  

The father said to his servant, verses 22-24 "Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  23And bring the fattened calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate." 24For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.'  

This father comes running, to embrace his son with love. Nothing will keep the father 
from his son; forgiving him and embracing him. 

Now the real party begins in the presence of his father. Life in the presence of God our 
father, as we receive the forgiveness of sins in God's presence. Then there's the older son 
who is completely different than his brother, he's hard working and responsible. 

When he hears the music playing and the sound of dancing, he wants to know what's 
going on. When he gets the report, he learns its about his brother, the one who is wicked 
and immoral. He hears the news and is furious with anger.  

"Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends." 

We have two completely different brothers, but their sin is the same. Do you see what 
their sin is: They believe the Father's love is conditional on what they do! The younger 
son believes his fathers love is lost based on what he has done. In verse 19 he says: "I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son."  because of all the wicked things I've done; 
I'm outside the family! 
  
The older son believes he is worthy to be called a son because of his obedience. Verse 29: 
"Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command." 

I'm obedient, I deserve your love! I deserve the sonship! I've earned it! In these two sons 
is the sin which lives inside each one of us. Rebellion and works righteousness. Being 
rebellious comes natural. the old Adam lives inside of all of us: it's living in our pig slop, 
it's living in death. 



Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  2in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience- 3among whom we all once lived 
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

It's who we were. The sin of trying to earn God's favor by what we do; by what we give; 
by what we pray; by how well we live; by trying to earn God's love by our works. 

Why does God the father love you? Not because of what you do, but what his Son has 
done for you. Jesus is the fattened calf who dies your death--for all of your pig slop, for 
all of your sin, Jesus suffers your death. For all of your rebellion, Jesus goes to the Cross 
and is butchered-For You. 

For all of the times you tried to be obedient; to earn the Father's love--Jesus was obedient 
all the way to the point of death; even death on a Cross--For You. 

Romans 3:23-24 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

Because of our human condition. We try to justify ourselves and do something to earn 
God's love by what we do. Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

We too often look to ourselves to get it done--but God wants you to look to the Son, for 
what he has done for you. He pours his love on to you and gives you assurance in what he 
has done for you. 

God pours his love in and through Holy Baptism, and he calls you his sons and daughters. 
Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. All of you who 
have been baptized in Christ, have clothed yourself with Christ's righteousness. 

God comes to his children and says: you were dead, but now you are alive. In the 
Divine service, God comes to you and embraces you with his loving arms.  

A Father welcoming his children back. Each week he reminds us who we are: forgiven 
sinners as he speaks his words of Holy Absolution into your ears. 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
He showers you with his unconditional love through his gifts. 

Luke 15:31-32 "And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours.  32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" Amen. 




