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First Sunday in Lent                                                                                   Rev. Mark Duer 
Luke 4:1-13/ Overcoming Temptation                                                     March 10, 2019 

12And Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.'"  13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him 
until an opportune time. 

We pray in the Lord’s Prayer: "And lead us not into temptation." Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus has taught us to pray this very prayer; "And lead us not into temptation." 

Today we come face to face with God seemingly leading Jesus into temptation. Just what 
is going on in today's gospel? Luther has taught us in the Small Catechism what this 
petition to the Lord's Prayer means: And Lead us not into Temptation. 

God tempts no one, but we pray in this petition that God would guard us and keep us, so 
that the devil and the world, and our sinful flesh may not deceive us, or mislead us into 
false belief, despair, or other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these 
things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

Temptation is real! God tempts no one! If it comes from God, it's designed to encourage 
or test our faith. The devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh are busy--this unholy 
trinity is busy tempting us, trying to drag us away from Christ, and the one true faith. 
Trying to drag us into despair, false belief, or other great shame and vice. 

Doesn't that pretty much sum up much of our life? Despair, false belief, shame, and vice? 
Temptation is real, and its as old as the garden of Eden. Paradise was quickly lost with 
our first parents Adam and Eve. 

Satan comes first to Eve then Adam saying: Genesis 3:5 "For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

It sounded so appealing, and the fruit was so desirable. How easily was God's Word 
twisted, and distorted and broken.  

Where Adam and eve failed, our Lord and Savior entered in—Jesus enters (not into a 
paradise) but into a desert. In Luke 3 immediately proceeding this account of the 
temptation, was the baptism of Jesus. 

With the Fathers stamp of approval Jesus is set to go to work for you and me and for the 
life of the world. And what is the very first thing that happens? He was led by the Holy 
Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 

To be tempted! We need to be clear what's going on here. It's not as if Jesus was tempted 
3 times and the devil went away! We know firsthand, temptation is relentless! Temptation 
will pursue you! Temptation won't let you go until you take your last breath! 



!  2

That is the nature of how the devil, our sinful nature, and the world attack us with 
temptation. At the beginning of today’s gospel, we have a repeat of the Garden of Eden. 

Jesus is fasting for 40 days and he was hungry, and Satan as he did with Adam and Eve 
tempts Jesus with food. 

3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread."  It's no problem for Jesus to turn stones into bread, but the temptation here is to 
give into Satan. Satan tempts you when you are in need, and want, when there's not 
enough paycheck at the end of the month. 

Satan will temp you to question and doubt. Did God really say? Does God really love 
me? Does God really provide for me? Why is someone you love sick? Why doesn't God 
do something to help me?  

These temptations are real, and when we want, and lack, and we need, Satan knows, and 
he's right there whispering in your ear--you better do it yourself. Jesus teaches us how to 
overcome these temptations when we're in need. 

"Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone." Jesus is the 
living bread that came down from heaven--for you! The victory has been won. Christ's' 
victory is your victory! One day, these bodies will fail and pass away. Everything we 
have will belong to someone else, or be thrown away. The things we attach importance to 
are fleeting. 

The Word of God endures forever, as you are connected to the Word of God you endure 
forever. This is God's promise to you!  How easily we forget, at the other end of the 
spectrum is the 2nd temptation. Satan tempts Jesus, not with a need or lack of something, 
but with lots of things. 

Luke 4:5-7 5And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, "To you I will give all this authority 
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  7If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours." 

How easily do we think more possessions will make our problems go away, as God 
blesses us and as we acquire more things, and finances and prestige--it's easy to give all 
the credit to me, myself, and I.   

How easy it is to forget God. We may not be bowing down to worship the devil, but that's 
what we're really doing by not acknowledging God as giver of all good gifts--we claim 
that for ourselves. 

Jesus replies in verse 8 "You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall 
you serve."  there's a reason the 1st commandment is 1st, all other commandments flow 
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from it. You shall have no other gods before me. literally, you shall have no other gods in 
my face.  We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things, people, ideas, etc, etc. 

Satan works hard because he is a defeated enemy, and he will work on us until he finds 
that weak spot, he will continue to work on us night and day, if he can't do it with being 
in poverty, or need, he'll do it with being in plenty, and prosperity. 

If he can't do it on either end of the spectrum, he will take the infallible Word of God, and 
he will twist it, and distort it, he will take that which is true, and turn it into something 
which is false. 

In the 3rd temptation, verses 9-11:  9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the 
pinnacle of the temple and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down from here,  10for it is written, "' He will command his angels concerning you, 
to guard you,'  11and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your 
foot against a stone.'" 

You think you know the Scriptures? Satan knows them better--he doesn't believe them, 
but he knows them better. He uses them against you, to get you to fall away from the one 
true God. 

Satan quotes Scripture to Jesus: He will command his angels concerning you, but he only 
quotes part of it. what it really says: Psalm 91:11 For he will command his angels 
concerning you to guard you in all your ways.   

God's promise is that he will always be with you, but as we stray from the path, we have 
no promise that God will bail us out of every sin that we willingly get ourselves into. 

God will bless you in your marriage, and work, and family, but if you commit adultery, or 
harm your neighbor, the consequences will be real. Jesus, who is the Word of God says: 
"You shall not put the Lord your God to the test." 

In God's Word is forgiveness, life and salvation. He teaches us that in our sin, we have a 
Savior. Jesus came for you and me and the life of the world. Where we fail and fall into 
temptation, Jesus has stood, and not sinned once. In Christ Jesus his victory is our 
victory. 

Even on the Cross Jesus was tempted by Satan: If you are the Son of God, come down 
from that Cross and save yourself. Since Jesus is the Son of God he stays on the Cross 
and bleeds and dies, and three days later rises again--his victory is your victory, 

You are a child of God because you have been baptized into Good Friday and Easter. 
Temptations will come, and when they come, we can stand up because Christ is in us, and 
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when we fall as we so often do, we come clean, we repent, we die with our sin, and 
gossip, and evil lusts, and daily RISE forth as a new creation. 

Revelation 2:10 Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. Philippians 
4:12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 

I can do all things through Christ Jesus my Lord. We can and we will overcome because 
Christ has overcome. The victory yours remaineth. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


