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Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                                                    Rev. Mark Duer 
Luke 20:9-20                                                                                                    April 7, 2019 
  
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus teaches us the parable of the wicked tenants--an earthly 
story with a spiritual meaning. The tenants were greedy and wanted the vineyard for 
themselves. They rejected the servants who were sent to collect the fruit from the harvest. 

A vineyard is significant in the Scriptures. When we think of a vineyard, we usually 
associate it with a winery. We know that only good nourished grapevines will produce the 
best fruit for good wine. In the Scriptures a vineyard often represents God's people, in 
order to produce good fruit, they must be fed and nourished by God's Word. 

In the sermon text, verses 9-12 say: “And he began to tell the people this parable: "A 
man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a 
long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they 
would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent 
him away empty-handed. 11And he sent another servant. But they also beat and 
treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. 
This one also they wounded and cast out.”  

Every servant was rejected and cast out by the tenants. These Verses also represent the 
prophets that God sent to Israel to speak judgment upon them, but also to assure them 
with the promise of a Savior.  

But the words spoken by the Old Testament prophets fell on deaf ears. The prophets 
called the Israelites to repent and to show the fruits of keeping in repentance. But the 
prophets were despised and rejected, and they were sent away empty handed. In some 
cases, they were killed because of their message. 

Isaiah tells us about the vineyard God planted for his people. Isaiah 5:1-5 “Let me sing 
for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a 
very fertile hill.  2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it 
to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.   

3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I 
looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I 
will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break 
down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.” 

Jeremiah 12:10 Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; they have trampled down 
my portion; they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.   
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Many religious and civil leaders perverted God's Word to mislead the people and led 
them to false belief and despair. 

The parable in Isaiah is about Israel, whom the Lord planted in the Promised Land for the 
purpose of yielding good fruit. The Lord chose a fertile land (The Promised Land) to 
yield the maximum fruit. He planted it with choice vines to produce the best fruit. The 
Lord was patient, but over time, it only yielded bad fruit.  

Time and time again they disobeyed God's Word and didn't produce good fruit. In time 
the Israelites were exiled from the Promised Land--most of them never to return again. 
Just like none of the Israelites who spend 40 years in the desert entered into the Promised 
Land except Joshua and Caleb.  

In today’s parable, the servants were sent by the Lord of the vineyard, who desired fruit 
of the vineyard which translated means fruits of repentance, but they are beaten, treated 
shamefully and sent away.  

The time has come for God to send his Son to visit the vineyard. 

Verse 13-15 says: “Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send 
my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.' 14But when the tenants saw him, 
they said to themselves, 'This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may 
be ours.' 15And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” 

In the parable the Lord Jesus Christ is the beloved Son. This is the Son, whom the Father 
said at his baptism: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

In verses 17 and 18, Jesus gives his hearers the law, he is addressing not only the people, 
but also the religious leaders: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone'?  18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when 
it falls on anyone, it will crush him."  All those who reject Christ will be crushed by the 
stone. 

In today’s parable, the Lord is also speaking to us, his inhabitants (the wicked tenants). 
How have we treated the vineyard? Have we treated it as our vineyard or God’s 
vineyard? Are you yielding good fruit? 

Are you living each day repenting of your sins and producing good fruits? There have 
been times when you have not been productive and you have yielded only bad fruit. What 
do you do with bad fruit?  

Jesus tells us in John 15:2 Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, 
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.   
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“If anyone does not abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.” 

In Luke 13:3, Jesus tells the people that unless they repent, they will perish.  

Romans 5:8-10  “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 
we be saved by his life.” 

God’s vineyard is a place overflowing with life in a barren world. It’s an oasis of 
refreshment in a dry desert. Here, God gives you the gift of his Son Jesus. Through his 
Word, he blesses you with the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism which washes away the 
dirt of your sin.   

In the vineyard, God nourishes you with His Word.  Here, God gives you the bread, 
which is his true body, which is given for you. He gives you to drink wine from the cup 
of salvation, the blood of His new covenant.   

Jesus came to save sinners and give then eternal life. We see that in the way that He 
extended His kingdom to people who were not living godly lives and producing good 
fruit; from the tax collector, and the prostitute, to the dying thief on the cross.  
  
God gives sinners what they don't deserve and could never earn. He gives sinners what 
they need! He gives them Jesus, His own Son who lived a perfect life of obedience in our 
place and died on the Cross as our substitute. His gifts to you are forgiveness, eternal life 
and salvation. 

By God’s grace you will yield good fruit in his vineyard by living each day in repentance 
and faith. Through the Spirit’s work, the Lord brings forth in your lives fruit worthy or 
repentance.  

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 

God uses us in our vocations to benefit our neighbors. He gives each one of us unique 
gifts and talents to yield the maximum fruit. 
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John 15:16, Jesus says: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

May God grant you his grace to live each day in repentance and faith, and producing 
good works for the benefit of our neighbor. Amen.  


