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As we enter into the New Year 2019, we hear all about resolutions, plans, and goals for 
the new year—from family and business to our church, and even our own personal goals.  

We want the Lord to brings our plans to completion and it seems as if we want him to do 
it on our timing. when it comes to getting what we want—a lot of times we think we just 
have to do it ourselves. We seem to be conditioned by the world and its ideals around us. 

When we look through the Scriptures, no one plotted more against God plans and His 
plan of salvation or raged against the Lord and His people than a man named Saul. This 
man who even presided over the stoning of Stephen is the same man who wrote the 
words of our epistle lesson today.  

Both the example of the apostle Paul and the Epiphany account of the wise men very 
much show the foolishness of the plans of men. It shows God working directly to change 
people's plans and make them stewards of His grace and mercy. 

Men’s plans always seem to revolve around proving to God, or at least the world, how 
good they are and making others do what they think is right—or profitable.  

But God’s plan always puts our vanity to shame in order to remind us we are not God, 
our ways are not His ways, and He is always gracious to forgive and deliver us from our 
mistaken ideas of what is good and give us what is truly good, that which truly lasts.  

Who knows exactly what the wise men had planned when they noticed that there was a 
new light in the sky … a light unlike any light they had seen before … a light that caused 
them to set out in search of a new born king. They planned to find this king in Jerusalem, 
but He wasn't there.  

King Herod told the wise men to look for the king in Bethlehem. When the wise men set 
out from Jerusalem, the star showed them the true location of the new born king.  

The wise men planned to worship the new born king and then return to Herod, but God 
had other plans. An angel appeared to them in a dream and warned them to return to their 
own county by another route.  

Herod had plans. Herod planned to rule indefinitely. Herod murdered friends, family, and 
enemies in order to keep himself on the throne in Jerusalem. He planned to murder the 
new born king. God had other plans.  

Matthew 2:13 “An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

Herod's plan failed. Not only did he not murder the new born king, but he also died … 
and when he died no one mourned.  

Joseph planned to wed Mary and then be the father of her children. He didn't plan to be 
the step dad of a child conceived by the Holy Spirit. He probably never planned to do any 
international traveling either … much less to Egypt.  

If you want to make God laugh, tell Him about your plans. The entire account of the visit 
of the magi … indeed the entire historical content of the Bible constantly shows us that 
God's plans always come to pass while man's plans are very much subject to change.  



Did Noah plan to build a massive ark? Did Joseph plan to get sold into slavery by his 
brothers and then become Pharaoh's right-hand man? When Moses was appointed to 
deliver Israel from slavery, God sent him out into the desert for forty years.  

When Moses turned eighty, God came to him at the right time in a burning bush. Saul 
planned to travel to Damascus and arrest Christians, but on his trip a bright light flashed 
around him and he fell to the ground, and after hearing the Lord’s voice became Paul the 
Apostle.  

In Greek the word plan also means mystery or secret, which is only reveled in God’s 
timing. 

God sent his Son when the time was right to fulfill the OT prophecy that through His 
suffering, death, and His resurrection, you receive forgiveness, and eternal life. 

Each and every day, God's Word calls you to repent, and to come out of the darkness of 
your sin daily and drown yourselves in the baptismal waters, dying there with all of your 
sin—all of your darkness—all of your lusts and evil desires and rising to the newness of 
life and light in Jesus Christ. 

God inspired Isaiah to prophesy, Isaiah 55:8-9 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  9For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

We can be very thankful that God changes our plans. We can be very thankful that God's 
plans for us are not what we expect.  

When Adam and Eve sinned, they brought a curse on all of creation. The wages of sin is 
death. They did not expect God to promise a seed who would crush the serpent's head.  

Even the way that the redeemer carried out the redeeming did not fit the expectations of 
man. The people who had God's promises … the people who should have known better 
… even these people expected a king of earthly power and glory.  

Herod most certainly expected a king of power and glory. That is the reason he was 
troubled. He didn’t understand Jesus was the true king and Savior who came to deliver all 
mankind from their sins. 

Man expects a redeemer of great power and wealth. God's Word says, 2 Corinthians 8:9   
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

Although the prophets foretold the suffering servant of God, even Jesus' disciples didn’t 
expect Jesus to suffer and die. Peter even wanted to prevent it. But God's plan was 
fulfilled. Galatians 3:13 "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.'"  

The guards at Jesus' tomb, and the two Mary’s who went to anoint Jesus body didn't plan 
to see an angel, but God changed their plans.  

Matthew 28:2-6 An angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to 
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the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here, for he has risen, as he said.  

If you want to make God laugh, tell Him about your plans. The account of the wise men 
visiting the Christ child shows us that our lives are subject to God's plan … not ours. As 
the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write: Philippians 2:13 “It is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  

Ephesians 1:4 “He chose us in [Christ] before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him.”  

We will always plan and we will pray for God to bring our plans to completion. But 
because we are so often blinded by our own ways and the ways of the world, our plans 
will often times fail. Thanks be to God, His plans for us are far better than ours.   

God's most important plan of salvation for us and all of mankind has been in place since 
before the foundation of the world. It is that plan of salvation that was at work as He 
revealed the Savior to the wise men by way of the star.  

And it is by the stewardship of God’s grace in His Holy Word and Sacraments that you 
are delivered from the plans of an unbelieving world, the devil himself, and your own 
sinful flesh to be God’s forgiven child and live with Him now and in eternity. 

God in the flesh brining you forgiveness, life, and salvation in his name. God in the flesh 
filling you with his light and his glory. 

Epiphany glory, when you believe that Christ has lived and died and now lives again, and 
is now really present. As He comes to you and gives you forgiveness, and strength for the 
journey ahead through His Holy Word and Sacraments.  

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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