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Easter Sunday/ The Resurrection of our Lord                                         Pastor Mark Duer 
Luke 24:1-12                                                                                                  April 21, 2019 
Jesus Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! ALLELUIA!   

Early that first Easter dawn, the two Mary’s, and the other women were certainly 
expecting to see the body of Jesus when they entered into the tomb that Easter morning. 
But what they saw (or as it turns out what they didn’t see) was something even more epic 
then they could have ever imagined, although they didn’t realize it yet.  

The women saw two men in gleaming bright garments who were angels. The angels said 
to the women: "Why do you seek the living among the dead?” The women were 
frightened and bowed their head to the ground. 

In verse 6-7, the angels said to them: “‘He is not here, but has risen.’” Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.”  

Just before Jesus made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, he foretold of his death a 
third time. Luke 18:31-33 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is 
written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be 
delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 
33And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise” 

The women traveled with Jesus from Galilee and were witness to all the things he said.  

Jesus’ death and resurrection from the dead is the defining event in the history of the 
world, and the women were the first humans to witness the empty tomb. The tomb is 
empty and Jesus is not dead but he is alive.  

He fulfilled the prophecy that he spoke to his disciples—that he would be crucified and 
on the third day rise from the grave. That means forgiveness of sins, life and salvation for 
you and me and all people. 

Verse 10 of our text tells us: “Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the 
apostles.” 

The women remembered and believed Jesus’ Words, and returning from the tomb, they 
told these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Verse 11 tells us that these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.  

The disciples didn’t believe the words from the women who were first hand witnesses of 
the empty tomb because their minds were closed.  

The disciples had been struggling with Jesus Words from the time they first became his 
disciples. After Jesus told them for the third time about his death and resurrection they 
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still didn’t believe. Luke writes in 18:34: “But they understood none of these things. 
This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.” 

On our own we are spiritually blind and cannot comprehend these events. There are times 
when we are in need of instruction, and we are unable to interpret what God’s Word says, 
and what God’s Word means. Our sinful nature leads us away from God’s Word, and 
causes us to doubt.  

We are all in need of hearing God’s Law which convicts us of our sins. If we say we have 
not sinned we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

We need to sincerely repent of our sins, receive absolution, and believe in God’s 
forgiveness.   

In the third article of the Creed, Luther writes that we cannot by our own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him; but the Holt Spirit has called 
me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified, and kept me in the true faith. 

You can rejoice that your Savior, Jesus Christ, opens the Scriptures to you, through his 
death and resurrection. You are no longer under God’s wrath, but you are reconciled to 
God so you can be presented holy and blameless before him. Each time you hear the 
Gospel proclaimed in absolution, you receive forgiveness, life, and salvation.  

In Baptism, you were buried with Christ into his death and you were also raised into his 
resurrection and given new life in the Holy Spirit, forgiveness of all your sins and the 
peace of Christ. 

The Lord forgives you, gives you strength, increases your faith, and sustains you for the 
road ahead when you receive his true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

Christ has risen, the grave could not hold him, he is the firstfruits. In the Epistle lesson 
for today St Paul writes: 
1 Corinthians 15:20-22 says: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” 

In verse 12, “Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.” 
Peter was marveling, he was wondering in amazement what he just saw.  

On this Easter Sunday, we know what the empty tomb means. There is no more doubt or 
uncertainty. It means Jesus has risen from the grave, never to die again!       Jesus has 
conquered death, sin, and Satan once and for all.  
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The death and resurrection of Jesus is what the Good News is all about; that Jesus 
became a sacrifice in your place and pardons all your sins, which means you have 
salvation and eternal life. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.” Through Jesus resurrection you are new 
creations. God has redeemed, and restored you to live each day in repentance and faith. 
He has redeemed you to go forth and share the Good News. He has redeemed you to go 
forth and show the love of Christ to others--As new creations in Christ-- to invite them to 
church and tell them how God has blessed ____________________________________. 

In the Old Testament reading today, the Lord gives us a glimpse of the blessings of 
eternal life.  

Verse 17-18 says: "Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things 
shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which 
I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness.” 

The prophet Isaiah foretold God’s victory over sin and death, as well as a celebratory 
feast that God Himself would prepare: Isaiah 25:6-8:  

“On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  7And he 
will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations.  8He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the LORD has spoken.” 

God kept His promises and destroyed our greatest enemy of all (death) in the death and 
resurrection of His Son. And in His grace, He has also given to us a feast of “rich food” 
in the Supper of His Son’s body and blood. For what can be richer, what can be more 
satisfying than the very bread of heaven Himself?  

Martin Luther’s great Easter hymn blends together these two themes, the triumph of our 
Lord over death and the grave and the participation in that victory through Holy 
Communion (LSB 458:7): “Then let us feast this Easter Day On Christ, the bread of 
heaven; The Word of grace has purged away The old and evil leaven. Christ alone our 
souls will feed; He is our meat and drink indeed; Faith lives upon no other! Alleluia!”   

We can rejoice with the women on that first Easter morning and share the Good News 
because we know that Jesus lives. Stanza 1 from the closing hymn:  

Now all the vault of heav’n re - sounds  In praise of love that still a-bounds: 
“Christ has tri – umphed! He is liv – ing!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and 
Clear!  Re – peat their song of glo – ry here:  “Christ has tri – umphed!” 
“Christ has tri – umphed!” Al – le – lu – ia,  al – le – lu – ia,  al – le – lu – ia, 
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We rejoice this Easter morning as we remember the stone being rolled away at the 
resurrection of Jesus. We give thanks to God that the stone has been rolled away from our 
hearts. Jesus has entered to take away your sins and give us eternal life, and to give you 
the peace of Christ which passes all understanding. 

Christ is Risen. He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia! Amen. 


