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24th Sunday after Pentecost                                                                      Rev Mark Duer 
Colossians 1:1-14/ Transferred                                                              November 11, 2018 

Colossians 1:13-14 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Transferred! it's one of those words that we hear every once in a while. In the business 
world, people get transferred all the time to different positions and different locations. 
People in the military get transferred to different bases around the country. 

Even in the LCMS people sometimes move and transfer to different congregations. 
Sometimes we even lose a close friend and worker in the church.  

In Colossians 1:13, the word transferred is used in a different way- it’s used in a gospel 
way; to be brought into the kingdom of God. 

You have been transferred (it has nothing to do with a piece of paper and church 
membership) or relocation for work. It has everything to do with your status before the 
one true God. 

There is a Latin phrase Coram Deo, which literally means: in the presence of, or before 
God. When we stand before God alone, it's a frightening place to stand. We stand there 
with our nakedness and sin. We stand there literally without a leg to stand on. 

Thanks be to God, he has taken us from that status of being an enemy. He has taken us 
from that status of having to fear His wrath and punishment, and he has delivered us. He 
has transferred us.  

He has transferred us from the kingdom and domain of Satan. He has transferred us from 
the domain of sin, death and literally transferred us to the kingdom of his Son. 

He has transferred us to the bosom of Jesus; to the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ (transferred brothers and sisters), this morning we rejoice in 
this transfer (this being brought in). In the first verses of Colossians 1, Paul is very 
joyous, (he is writing to a church-- like every other church that has some issues and 
problems). 

He is writing to the church in Colossae and reminding them that he gives thanks and 
praise for them every day, and how their love in Christ Jesus is overflowing--not only in 
their locality and their congregation, but is overflowing throughout the world.  

The gospel that was planted in them by the faithful pastor Epaphrus has taken root, it is 
sprouting and growing and producing fruit. Paul gives thanks for their love and then he 
reminds them how this all came about. This came about by the power of the gospel. 
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The gospel is the Good News, not just any good news, but the specific Good News of 
God sending Jesus Christ into this world. He didn't do it as an academic exercise. 

In a sense God transferred Jesus from his throne above and sent him to a new job, a new 
locale. he even sent him with new clothes. Clothed-not in a business suit, or a clergy 
collar, but clothed with flesh and blood; clothed with our humanity. 

Jesus Christ transferred from his throne on high to earth with a very important job to do--
to rescue us from our domain of darkness and hell--that's what Jesus does. Jesus takes our 
sin upon himself, all the sins that condemn us, the sins that we're reminded of every time 
we recite God's Holy Law. 

We can see 2 or 3--we'll I haven't murdered anyone today or caused them harm; but 
maybe I though ill of someone, maybe I have a grudge against someone, maybe deep 
down I wished evil on someone. Jesus says when you do that you have already broken the 
fifth commandment: You shall not murder. 

God's Law condemns us-we stand Coram Deo, we stand condemned. We stand in need of 
repentance. We stand in need of a Savior, and that's what Jesus came to do, to save us 
from our sins. Jesus doesn't sin once. He goes to Calvary and on the Cross bleeds and 
dies the death we deserve, three days later rises from the grave, never to die again. 

Jesus has done it all. He has accomplished it all for you--this is the gospel, Jesus Christ 
living, dying and rising--for you. 

Redemption. You've been bought back, not with gold or silver, but with his holy precious 
blood and with his innocent suffering and death. Forgiveness of sins, a free gift--we don't 
deserve it, and we can't buy it, but here it is--free. 

All that Jesus has done, he pours out in the waters of Holy baptism. He pours out the 
words of forgiveness. When a pastor forgives, or when a brother or sister in Christ 
forgives. 

Jesus pours out that forgiveness and love in the Lord's Supper. God in his love and by his 
grace, full of compassion transfers you from certain death to real life. He has brought you 
through the blood of Jesus. He transfers you and gives you hope, life, peace, and joy. 

The word transfer isn’t a bad word, but sometimes there can be little hurt attached to it; 
but when God uses this word, it's kind of a code word, wrapping up everything that the 
gospel is about-For You. 

This transfer isn't temporary, it's complete. This transfer is signed with the blood of Jesus 
Christ--For You. 
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We still stand Coram Deo, but now we stand before the Lord, not naked, and on our own, 
but robed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus calls you a priest by virtue of this transfer. 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Today we can give thanks for God's gracious gift of Christ Jesus. We give thanks for the 
holy and precious gospel, which we can't hear too much of; we give thanks for the 
transfer that Christ has enacted on our behalf. 

In the same way that the church in Colossae (well aware of their redemption and 
transfer), lived a new life in Christ Jesus, full of good works and love, full of care and 
compassion. This is what the transfer means to you—you overflow with love that God 
has freely given you in Christ Jesus. 

When we see our brother or sister hurting, we hurt with them and we reach out in 
compassion to them. When we see them rejoicing, we rejoice with them, because when 
one part of the body rejoices the whole body rejoices, when one part of the body hurts, 
the whole body hurts. 

We look for opportunities to love and serve. That's what brothers and sisters in Christ do. 
This is what the redeemed and forgiven children of God do, we love and we serve in 
Christ Jesus. 

Verse 10:  Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit 
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 

What does that look like, to bear good fruit? As you are faithful to serving in your 
vocations and volunteer offices at church, and reaching out to your neighbor being led by 
the Holy Spirit; then you are bearing good fruit.  

Proclaiming the Good News to your neighbors who need to hear about Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness, and to bring them as new members. 

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

Transfer is a good word. When you get right down to it, the ultimate job of every faithful 
pastor is to transfer his flock away. To transfer his flock from the church on earth to the 
church of glory--the church in heaven. 

That's what a pastor does by feeding the flock and keeping them strong and safe, and 
chasing off the wolves that would come and devour them. 
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Feeding and nurturing and caring to the point when God calls them home. We can all 
look forward to the day we are transferred to heaven, when the Lord says well done, good 
and faithful servant, come to the mansion prepared for you since the beginning of time. 

Your transfer papers are in--enjoy all of heaven for all of eternity made possible by the 
blood of Jesus. 

May we all look forward to that transfer. In Jesus name. Amen 


