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2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:10  26When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented 
over her husband.  27And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 
became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.  2 Samuel 
12:1 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, "There were two men in a 
certain city, the one rich and the other poor.  2The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3but the poor 
man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with 
him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it 
was like a daughter to him.  4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one 
of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb 
and prepared it for the man who had come to him."  5Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the 
man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity."  7Nathan said to David, 
"You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
delivered you out of the hand of Saul.  8And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into 
your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as 
much more.  

9Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the 
sword of the Ammonites.  10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you 
have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.'  

2 Samuel 12:13-14  13David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan said to 
David, "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.  14Nevertheless, because by this deed 
you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die." 

We have all seen movies, and heard about people in real life who have committed a sin, usually a 
pretty serious sin, and tried to cover it up by committing another sin. It’s like digging yourself 
into a deeper hole, the deeper you dig, then harder it is to dig yourself out. 

That is precisely the predicament King David finds himself in today’s Old Testament reading. It’s 
not bad enough that David committed adultery, but he also committed murder as a way to try and 
cover it up. 

In our text, King David stands out as a type. He typifies the human predicament Christians know 
as sin with all its dimensions and consequences. Coveting is sin, and it includes craving another 
man’s wife. With the intention of making Uriah’s wife his own, David plotted to kill Uriah, his 
own personal body guard, by strategically placing him in harm’s way on the battlefield.  

David in every way tried hard to cover up his crime. Nevertheless, sin’s rippling effect visits 
David with a vengeance in his relationship with God and fellow human beings as is clearly 
evident in this account.  

Once convicted, David confessed that he has sinned against the Lord (v.13). He had made a 
mockery of himself among the public. In fact, by disobeying what appears to be one 
commandment, David had become guilty of breaking all commandments.  

This sin would prick David’s own conscience and cost his next born child his life. Later, his son 
Absalom would lie with David’s own concubines in public places in the sight of all Israel 
(16:22). How much more shame could be brought to a father by his own son? 



1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore [all] our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. Your sins are forgiven. 

The king’s scandalous “affair” with Bathsheba is familiar even to those who may not know about 
the biblical king David. Regardless of the admonition to not let this specific sin reign over the 
mortal body and be its master, adultery and its companions continue to be a big problem in the 
world today. The consequences are significant. 

This sin against the sinner’s own body is the most committed and the least admitted, the least 
acknowledged, and the most overlooked. Neither royalty nor poverty can plead exception to this 
unholy rule, and neither affluence nor influence can conceal this quandary forever. 

7Nathan said to David, "You are the man! 9Why have you despised the word of the LORD, 
to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and 
have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
13David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan said to David, 
"The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.   

Through Nathan the prophet, God’s law convicted David as sinner undeniably (v. 7). David’s 
own conscience, by means of the prophetic word and by his own words, pronounced judgment 
on him that sin, regardless of who the culprit might be, must be punished.  

Once convicted, David became aware that his crafty and cunning ways at justifying his actions 
were futile before God and people.  

His privileged royalty may have legitimized his actions in customary fashion before the public; 
but before God who sits on his throne to judge, none of it could help escape divine punishment.  

10“Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised 
me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” 

Yet, for David, there was nowhere to turn except to the mercy seat of God and say, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.”  

We need to be shown how serious our sin is, so we can see that we are transgressors. The weight 
of God’s Law crushed David, and he admitted his sin before God.  

David confessed his sins in Psalm 51, after Nathan the prophet came to him. 

Psalm 51:1-4 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin!  3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4Against you, 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your 
words and blameless in your judgment. 

When we look in the mirror, we see nothing but flesh and decay; our mortal bodies are wasting 
away because we are sinners in every imaginable way. 

As with David, the weight of the Law has to crush us, so we can clearly see our sins, and confess 
them before God. Psalm 51:8 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 



Equally relentless and reassuring is the prophetic word that absolved David, “The Lord has put 
away your sin; you shall not die.”  Just as sin crushes the relationship between God and man 
and produces unsettling repercussions in the moral, social, and political living of communities.  

Jesus came to take away your sins, my sins, and the sins of all people. He suffered and died so all 
may have forgiveness and life. There are no better or more profound words for us and for our 
salvation.  

We live now and forever in his grace, for Jesus tells you” Your sins are forgiven.  

Forgiveness of sin on the merits of Jesus Christ the unblemished Lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world brings life and salvation to all who believe, and in his name restores all 
broken relationships. Where there is forgiveness, there is life and salvation. 

God has kept his promise to save his people through One Man, David’s Son who is also David’s 
Lord. David’s bloodline would continue through Solomon whose mother had been Uriah’s wife. 
God’s promise remains “yes” all the time, in spite of man’s sin, in that One Man and by his death 
and resurrection. 

By one man’s disobedience, all men are be sinners, by One Man’s obedience God has imputed 
his righteousness to all who believe in him; Jew and Gentile, man and woman, slave and free. In 
that One Man, God has broken down the walls of hostility and brought near those who had been 
once far off.  

In Luke 7, in a Pharisee’s house our Lord forgave in no uncertain terms the many sins of a 
woman who had been leading a sinful life in a particular town.  

Luke 7:47-50 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven- for she loved much. 
But he who is forgiven little, loves little."  48And he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  49Then 
those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, "Who is this, who even 
forgives sins?"  50And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."   

Today’s Epistle, speak of God who justifies the Jew and Gentile alike in Christ.  

Galatians 3:13-14  13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us- 
for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"-  14so that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit 
through faith. 

Especially during this season of the Pentecost, empowered by the Holy Spirit, the gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached as a testimony to all people. After all, the grace of God is convicting, 
affirming, and comforting for all who believe that Christ Jesus came to the world to save sinners. 

As a Dead Sea Scroll document found in Qumran stated, “When I thought of my guilty deeds, I 
said in my sins, ‘I am lost.’ But then when I remembered the strength of your hand and 
the fullness of your grace, I rose again and stood upright … for you will pardon iniquity and you 
will purify man of sin through your justification.” Amen. 


