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18th Sunday after Pentecost                                                                                      Rev Mark Duer 
Matthew 22:34-46/ “Love!”                                                                               September 30, 2018 
                                                                                                                                                                 
People were abuzz about the big debate. What’s going to happen? Is one going to be exalted and 
the other brought low, and given what they deserve? There were supposed to be a series of 
debates, things that happened in the past. How would the poles be after the debate? Who would 
win? Or more significantly, who would lose? 

I’m not talking about Lincoln and Douglas or Clinton and Trump! I’m talking about Jesus and 
the leaders of the church. The debate had 2 parts. Before the words in out text, Matthew 22, Jesus 
has this big debate with the Sadducees. Jesus came out on top. He silences them. The Sadducees 
were the religious liberals of the day. 

They thought themselves way-way-way above the common people. The things that others would 
cling to in the Bible—Those teachings were beneath them. They didn’t believe in angels, or a 
physical resurrection of the body, because they were contrary to reason. 

But Jesus silenced them clearly from the Word of God. 34But when the Pharisees heard that he 
had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  Now it was there turn for the big debate 
with Jesus. The Pharisees were very conservative (probably referred to as fundamentalists 
today).  

They believed that they had it all figured out.  All you had to do is to follow the right rules and 
regulations and everything would work out just fine. In fact, they thought they could improve 
upon the Word of God. God gave us the 10 commandments, we learned them from confirmation 
class. But the Pharisees took that a step farther. 

They examined every aspect of the human life—your work, your school, your play. Everything! 
They came up with a few extra rules to add to the 10 commandments. In fact, it was 613 extra 
rules or commandments. If you did these things, you were ok with God. 

365 rules or regulations that you couldn’t do! 248 new rules that you must do! 613 
commandments on how the people of God would be and remain the people of God. 

Its time for the debate! The Pharisees, the rabbis, the scribes, were always debating among 
themselves. Which one of these 613 rules and regulations was the most important? After all, if 
you are going to make yourself right with God, you want everyone to know it. 

You want to make sure that is your top priority in life. So, they asked Jesus, 36 "Teacher, which 
is the great commandment in the Law?"    These Pharisees were fixated on the Law. How easy 
it is for any of us to be fixated on the Law as well. 

When our religion, when our faith, when our relationships with God is primarily based on the 
Law, it makes all of our religion about me! What I do. What I don’t do. Look at me. Look at how 
good I am doing what God wants me to do, and what God doesn’t want me to do. 

We pay lip service to God, but in reality, we worship ourselves. Jesus will have no part of this 
debate, and silliness. Jesus teaches us that when we have a religius, a faith, a moral question, 
there is always a right place to start. Jesus directs the Pharisees and us to the clear Word of God. 
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Jesus said to them: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  38This is the great and first commandment.  39And a second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  40On these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets."    

Jesus quotes from God’s Word, from the book of Deuteronomy. The Law is not summarized by 
man made rules and regulations so we can make ourselves right with God. It’s summarized by 2 
things: Love God, and love your neighbor. It’s pretty simple isn’t it? 

We all know how to love ourselves, right? Love your neighbor that way. Jesus is teaching us that 
one Word summarizes the Law. LOVE!  

We hear a lot about love in our world today. Oftentimes love is used as an excuse to let anything 
and everything go. Love means tolerance. Love means you can’t have any rules.  

Love means the way our society has been ordered since the very beginning, must now be thrown 
out the window. After all God is love. That’s a terrible perversion of God’s Word, and a terrible 
perversion of love. 

All of God’s Word can be broken down into 2 basic teachings. Law. Gospel. The Law shows us 
our sin, and tells us what to do. It shows us that we cannot save ourselves. The gospel teaches us 
what to believe. The Gospel is the Good News: forgiveness, life, and salvation for poor 
miserable sinners like you and me. Not because of what we do, but what our Lord and savior 
Jesus has done for us. 

His perfect life. His obedient death. His victory over death and the grave. This is the Good News. 
God gives forgiveness to you, by grace through faith on account of the work of Christ. If you 
don’t know the Law, the gospel is meaningless. What has Christ saved you from, if you don’t 
know the Law of God? You are destined on your own to the fires of hell for eternity. 

If you have only the Law without the gospel, you have to create your own good news, and it 
turns you into hypocrites—you think your better than everyone else. It could drive you to 
despair. You can’t live up to what God requires. So why should you even care? Why should you 
even try? 

Without the proper distinction between the Law and Gospel (the knowledge that God freely 
gives through his Word) the Holy Scriptures remain a closed book. It doesn’t matter how smart 
you are or how many degrees you have, or how smart you are in the business world. 

Jesus teaches us about love. What God requires of us is that we love God with all of our heart, 
soul, and mind. Those 3 words sum up who we are, and how we live, act, think, and move, and 
dwell. The heart is the seat of all emotions and desires. What do you want, desire, and long for? 

Is it fellowship with God or things of this world that promise only a temporal pleasure, or a fix. 
God says to love, and desire him with all your heart and soul.  

What are you really devoted to? Where do you place your trust? It can be easy to trust in 
something or someone that can become a false idol. "You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.   
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Many times, our minds are conformed to the things of this world, rather than transformed by the 
Word of God. 

Jesus teaches us that this is what love is, He is love and this is the love he requires of us. And 
then after we love God—we turn our focus not to ourselves, but to our neighbor. The first 3 
commandments are summed up in those words. "You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 

Commandments 4 -10 are summed up: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Love God. 
Love one another. 

The Law works at least to a point. But Jesus isn’t hear to debate and discuss, or be a Moses—a 
new Law giver. The Law is good, we are to love God and love one another. Jesus is here because 
of the gospel. He is the Good News. In the text Jesus turns their attention to where it needs to be. 

Jesus asked the Pharisees and Sadducees: "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is 
he?" The pharisees answered, "The son of David."  Jesus responded that they must not know 
the Scriptures very well, because David himself said that his son would be his Lord. How can 
this be? 

They didn’t know. They couldn’t answer a simple catechism question, that Jesus teaches in the 
Bible, that Jesus must be true God and true man at the same time. True man to suffer and die for 
the sins of the world. True God so that his death would be payment for the sins of the world. 

True God so he could rise from the dead victorious over sin, death, and the grave. 1 John 4:10 In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 

Jesus who loved us by fulfilling the 10 commandments perfectly for us. Loving God and loving 
his neighbor perfectly for us. He loved us by taking all of your sin and my sin into himself, as he 
suffered and bled and died for you. He died the death we deserve.  

Jesus is love. Love is forgiveness free and full. For all of the times when you failed to love God. 
For all of the times you didn’t look to his Word for instruction. For all the times you loved me, 
myself, and I more than neighbor, Jesus has paid the price in full. 

Your sins are forgiven. You are free. Free to love. How can anyone who has experienced this 
love and freedom go back to the gutter of their sins, and the selfishness of their own ways.      
No, God’s Word changes our heart, and our will. 

It changes our mind, and the things we are devoted to, so we can love God first and seek to love 
others more than self. 

God teaches us how to love. The essence of your faith is not the Law, unless you think of it this 
way: The law fulfilled perfectly by the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

May God who has loved us perfectly in Jesus Christ, continue day by day to teach us to love 
him, and to love one another. 
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May God grant it to us for Jesus sake. Amen. 


