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Ninth Sunday after Trinity                                                                         Rev. Mark Duer 
1 Corinthians 10:6-13/ "Examples for Us"                                                     July 29, 2018 
6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they 
did. 

Out Lord and Savior teaches us to pray: Lead us not into temptation. What does this 
mean? 

God tempts no one, but we pray in this petition that God would guard us and keep us, so 
that the devil and the world, and our sinful flesh may not deceive us, or mislead us into 
false belief, despair, or other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these 
things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

This is a good summary of today's sermon text from 1 Corinthians 10. God tempts no 
one, but we are constantly tempted--we are constantly assailed by the devil the world, and 
our own sinful nature. 

Satan tries to lead us into despair and false belief, and that we would ultimately lose our 
faith. We are praying in this petition; "And lead us not into temptation," that God would 
protect us from Satan and the evil world around us and our own sinful flesh, and keep us 
unto the end, that we would literally die in the faith. 

In today’s Epistle these words from Paul to the church in Corinth are a great warning for 
us. He starts out by saying these things took place as examples for us, and he gives us 
several examples in the preceding verses. They are more than examples, they are the 
pictures of the temptations that are before the church (that means you and me). The 
temptations that are before us throughout all history. 

You know the story of the children of Israel and the 10 commandments. The Israelites are 
set free after 400 years of slavery in Egypt, led by Moses with his all his flaws into the 
desert. God has delivered them from certain death on one side to certain life on another. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:2, just before today’s text, Paul says that the Israelites were baptized 
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They were delivered, set free, and given salvation. 
So, what do they do? These are the examples that are before us. 

Verse 6: Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil 
as they did. Which means to literally crave after things.  

As soon as the Israelites got through the Red sea and were delivered from Pharaoh, God 
gave them manna to eat. Bread from heaven. And what did they do when they got it?  
They whined and complained. They longed after the food and things they used to have 
while in slavery. 
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They thought God was holding out on them, and not giving them what they truly needed. 
Instead of giving thanks to God for giving them life and bread from heaven. They 
children of God--redeemed by God, craved after other things. 

Verse 7:  Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to play." 
Moses west up on Mount Sinai, it seemed like he was up there for a long time. God gave 
him the 10 commandments, the Holy Law, carved out on stone by the very finger of God, 
and what did the people do in Moses absence. 

They thought that since Aaron was Moses brother—he could make for them a god that 
they can really worship--a god that they could see and touch.    So, Aaron crafted the 
golden calf--and the people worshipped the golden calf. The people lost control and 
indulged in sexual immorality and became adulators. 

Verse 8: We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in a single day. 

Toward the end of the wanderings of the children of Israel, they were right at the edge of 
the promised Land, ready to enter in. the people could no longer listen to the Word of 
God--they had enough, their passions and lusts took over, and God was not pleased and 
23,000 were struck down by the plague because of their gross and flagrant immorality. 

Verse 9: We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed 
by serpents. The people of Israel didn't want to follow God's path for them to the 
promised land, so they complained and rebelled; and God because he loved them sent 
poisonous snakes into their midst to bite them and call them to repentance. 

God had Moses put a bronze serpent on a pole and told them to look to the bronze serpent 
on the pole through faith and live--not to worry about what you don't have or even if you 
have been bitten--but to trust in God's Word and promise. 

Worst of all verse 10: Nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the 
Destroyer. This is not the ordinary run of the mill grumbling against God, this is a 
specific grumbling--This is a rebellion against God's spokesman, and God's Word. 

The Israelites wanted a leader who would take them back to the slavery in Egypt instead 
of freedom in the Promised Land.  

I WANT WHAT I WANT, AND I WANT IT NOW! God caused the earth to open up and 
swallow those who were taking place in the rebellion. 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is more than a history lesson of what happened to the 
children of Israel after God delivered them from slavery and bondage.  

This is our history, these are the temptations that are before us--to not be satisfied with 
what God has given us, and to somehow think God is holding out on us, to create for 
ourselves all kind of idols and false gods. 

To throw off our restraints and let our passions and lusts, and evil desires have there way 
with us. To despise God and his Word--to despise his church. We are foreshadowed in all 
these examples. Be careful lest ye fall. 

No temptation has seized you except that is common. There is nothing strange or unusual 
in these examples. These temptations are before the church of God and before you and 
me. Everyday, we who have been baptized into the one true Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We have been taken from death to life. 

We have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. We are constantly attacked by the 
devil, the world and our own sinful flesh. Satan would like nothing more for you and me, 
who's salvation is sure--to fall from Christ and spend an eternity in hell. 

Wherever the Word of God is lacking, or disregarded. Human wisdom--human reason our 
heart, and our emotion will create a god to worship in place of the one true God. 

We spend hundreds or thousands of hours with our sports and recreation, hunting, fishing, 
sporting events--with our hobbies, at work, etc., and whine and complain about an hour 
on Sunday morning. 

Where the Word of God is lacking, we are good at creating our own gods. We grumble 
and complain against God. 

Why has God preserved for us this particular Word? Because he loves us--he has sent his 
Son Jesus to bleed and die for you! He has given YOU forgiveness, life, and salvation. he 
wants you to remain faithful unto the end. 

He calls you right now to repent of all your evil desires, and your idols that are not God 
pleasing. To repent of your apathy and disregard for God's Word. To repent of your 
grumbling and complaining. 

To repent of our lack of faith in God's promises. To repent because of our worldly 
possessions. 

So often we are faithless, and fall for the temptation of the devil, the world and our own 
sinful flesh. While we are faithless, he is faithful, constantly calling us back into the fold, 
and to his Word. Constantly calling us back to our baptismal waters to drown and die 
with our lusts and evil desires and arise as a new creation. 
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God tempts no one, when the temptations are around you and raging, go to God's Word, 
and cling to his Word, and trust in his promises.  

Mark 13:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  

Revelation 2:10: "Be faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life." 

God's gift through Jesus Christ for you, today, tomorrow, forever. Amen. 


